
The Church of Scotland 
Presbytery of Edinburgh 

 

NEWHAVEN CHURCH 
(www.newhavenchurch.org.uk) 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Minister 

 

Rev Peter Bluett 
158 Granton Road 

Edinburgh 
EH5 3RF 

(0131) - 476 5212 
 

 
  



Ministerôs Letter ï April  2009 
 
I watched a few programmes on the Christian TV networks the other 
day and I found them fascinating, to say the least.  
 
On one programme viewers were asked to contribute fifty eight dollars 
to the ministry airing the programme. In return they would unleash the 
fifty eight promises of God. On another programme viewers were 
encouraged to buy green handkerchiefs. These werenôt ordinary 
handkerchiefs. They were ñblessedò handkerchiefs, prayed over by the 
pastor presenting the show and they possessed miraculous powers. As 
the pastor presented his sales pitch pictures of a congregation were 
shown and everyone was waving green handkerchiefs. The 
handkerchiefs, apparently, were a cure-all and promised health, wealth 
and prosperity.  
 
At first I thought to myself, ñat least we donôt have to worry too much 
about the financial crisis. All we need is for everyone to purchase a 
green handkerchief.ò Then I found myself getting angry. If that`s what 
the world sees and understands Christianity to be then I am not 
surprised what we believe is so often ridiculed and thought of as pie in 
the sky. I thought of what we remember at this time of year - the last 
week in the life of Jesus and His death by crucifixion - and I wondered 
what He would have thought. 
 
Are human beings so desperate for something different in our lives that 
we will fall for quackery and allow faith to be twisted and mangled so 
that it ends up being nothing more than superstition? Could the fate of 
the world be determined by the purchase of a green handkerchief? 
 
Jesus made it very clear that this life is about giving; that true faith is 
found in servant hood; that real and steadfast love is what being in Him 
is all about, and that far from having all our troubles wiped away by 
wafting a green handkerchief, faith is about knowing Him and loving 
Him through thick and thin.  
 
Authentic relationships arenôt built on give and take, they are built on 
the solid foundations of love and trust. This is seen in Jesus as He lived 
out His last week, as He faced the very real specter of death. 
 
 

 
  



 
He believed that no matter what He had to face God was with Him and 
even though He would have to suffer, giving up on love wasnôt an 
option.  
 
Transformation, change, doesnôt take place via green handkerchiefs or 
filling the coffers of a ministry in order to unleash blessings from God. It 
takes place when we encounter Jesus, when we lay our lives before 
Him warts and all, and allow His love to touch us and make us whole. 
I hope and pray that you will have a blessed Easter and that you`ll 
spend time considering the love we see in Jesus- authentic love given 
away freely even unto death. 
 
With much love, 
 

Peter   
  

 

PRAYER CALENDAR  
 

Any entries for the Prayer Calendar can be sent electronically to 
Audrey using the e-mail address: 
 

stu_aud@live.co.uk 
 

 

MAGAZINE ARTICLES 
 
Articles for inclusion in the June 2009 issue of the Magazine can 
be e-mailed to the Editor at: 
 

hugh.mcdiarmid@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Please remember that we are now on a quarterly Magazine 
issue - September, December, April and June. 

Editor 
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FILMS/DVDS I`VE BEEN WATCHING 
 

Generation Kill by HBO Films 
 
This isnôt one for the faint-hearted. It`s a factual account of the 
experiences of a group of American Marines as the war in Iraq 
began and picked up pace.  
 
It is graphic, it is extremely violent and the language is extremely 
spicy but I believe it is worth watching. To me it illustrated why 
war is such a dreadful and dehumanizing thing and cannot but 
have a detrimental effect on all those involved. One day we might 
learn that there is little glory in war. 
 
The Visitor 
 
This is a story about a lonely university lecturer who discovers 
two people living illegally in a flat he owns but seldom uses in 
New York.  
 
He has pity on them and lets them stay but they are both in the 
US illegally. It`s a story about life and relationships and about the 
harshness of a world in which human beings are nothing more 
than numbers.  
 
It`s also a story about reaching out. I found it moving and would 
highly recommend it. I also enjoyed the fact that for once a film 
didnôt have a Hollywood ending. 
 

Peter Bluett 
 

 
 

SESSION NEWS 

 
Please see the Annual Report for 2009, distributed 

at/for the Annual Stated Meeting 
 

 
  



The Ministerôs Cat 
 

[from a true story printed in the magazine WomanAlive, 
January 2009] 

 
A minister had a kitten that climbed a tree and was afraid to come 
down. After much coaxing, the minister decided that if he tied a 
rope to his car and pulled it until the tree bent down, he could 
then reach up and get the kitten. Thatôs what he did ï but as he 
moved the car further forward, the rope broke. 
 
The tree went óboingô and the kitten sailed through the air ï out of 
sight. The minister felt terrible. He looked everywhere but nobody 
had seen a stray kitten. So he prayed, ñLord, I just commit this 
kitten to your keepingò and went on about his business. 
 
A few days later, he was at the grocerôs and met one of his 
church members and was amazed to see that she had cat food in 
the trolley. This woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so 
he asked her, ñWhy are you buying cat food when you hate cats 
so much?ò 
 
She replied, ñYou wonôt believe thisò, and then told him how her 
little girl had been begging her for a cat but she kept refusing. 
Then a few days before, the girl had begged again, so Mum 
finally told her ñWell, if God gives you a cat, Iôll let you keep itò. 
She told the minister, ñI watched my child go outside, get on her 
knees and ask God for a cat. And really, you wonôt believe this, 
but I saw it with my own eyes.  A kitten suddenly came flying out 
of the blue sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in front 
of herò!! 
 
Never underestimate the power of God and His unique sense 
of humour! 
 

Elaine Grieg 
 

 
  



Women Walking with God 

 
On the 6th and 7th March a few of us went to the Women Walking with God 
Conference at the Edinburgh Conference centre. To be honest none of us 
really knew what to expect and went along with an open mind....only to find it 
blown away. 
 
On the Friday there was some amazing praise lead by Phatfish and then the 
first of 3 talks by Elaine Duncan who is the head of the Scottish Bible Society. 
Her theme was Jesus viewed through the eyes of his mother Mary and her 
talks were truly inspirational.  
  
On Saturday we all arrived a bit surer of what we were doing and what to 
expect. Again we started off the day with worship which, when there are 1200 
women singing with all their hearts, really was amazing. then there was 
another talk from Elaine Duncan as well as some comedy sketches.  Then it 
was time for lunch and Jen arranged a table for 19 of us at a lovely restaurant. 
In the afternoon there were different talks on in two separate sessions so you 
just chose the ones you were interested in and turned up. There were quite a 
few from our group who turned up for the one on coping with stress - so that 
may tell you a bit about the lives of women in our Church. If you did not want to 
go to any of the Seminars there was a nice quiet area where you could just 
spend your time in prayer or you could visit the various stalls in the Foyer. After 
that  we had to go and feed the body as well as the soul so we had something 
to eat and then went back for the final session which was again Worship and 
the last of Elaine's talks, and she left the best to last.  There was also a 
collection for the Dalit women in India to support the work Operation 
Mobilisation are doing there and an amazing £17000 was raised.  
  
All through the conference there was a competition for the most splendid 
shoes and out of 1200 women from all over Scotland our church managed to 
have two ladies, Jen Robertson and Fiona Wakeling in the final but 
unfortunately neither won.  
  
However I think we were all winners that weekend, I can honestly say that after 
my time at the conference I felt totally uplifted and ready to face the world with 
renewed faith. There was also a bonus of being with the other women in our 
church sharing, eating and laughing. I felt we all got time to connect in a way 
that sometimes is difficult on a Sunday when the kids/husbands/us are running 
around.  
  
All of us who attended are committed to go back next year when the 
Conference will be on from 5th -6th March 2010 when the theme will be 
Wisdom. So put that date in your diary, keep on the lookout for some fancy 
shoes and come and join us Women Walking with God next year.  

 
Susan Edwards 

 
  



Taps and Toilets 
 

[adapted from Tearfund Prayer Diary, Spring 2009] 
 
How long are you prepared to wait for the toilet?  100 years?   In 
September 2008, world leaders met to confirm their ongoing 
commitment to the Millennium Development Goals which aim to 
transform the lives of billions of people by 2015, including targets 
to halve the number of people who do not have access to clean 
water and basic sanitation.  The UK and Dutch governments have 
committed to a worldwide plan to accelerate action on water and 
sanitation, but unless more governments sign up to the Global 
Action Plan to make a more determined effort to meet the 
Millennium Development Goal targets on water and sanitation by 
2015, the sanitation target wonôt be achieved in sub-Saharan 
Africa until early in the 22nd century! 
  
Currently, some 5000 children die each day from illnesses related 
to unclean water and poor sanitation that could easily be 
prevented. Pray that governments across the world will make the 
2015 target a priority. 
 
Think about how fortunate we are to have clean water from the 
tap, and also how safe it is to go to the loo without having to 
worry about snakes and other predators, and ï especially for 
women ï without fearing for our personal safety.   
 
For more information on Tearfundôs campaign visit  
 

www.tearfund.org.uk/flushaway 
 

Elaine Greig 
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TREASURERôS REPORT 
 
The credit crunch ï economic slowdown ï the worldôs economy on its knees.   These 
are all phrases used to describe the world and times of today.  However, I prefer 
optimism ï hope ï faith ï as words which describe the church of today.  As I come to 
the end of my term as your treasurer Iôd like to start with a ñthank youò.  Thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to fill, what I think, is an extremely rewarding role but most of 
all thank you to you for supporting the church through all the difficulties we have faced. 
 
The last three years have been interesting to say the least.  We started with a huge 
development in our buildings necessitated by problems that had arisen in the fabric of 
the old church roof.  Then we had all the issues you get within a vacancy and last of all 
the induction of a new minister and a new future.  In all three we could have fallen, with 
finance being a major issue.  It didnôt turn out that way, and this is in no small part to the 
support you have all given.  
 
In the last 12 months our income in our main working account has risen almost £9,000 
to just under £65,000 and although expenditure has also risen (as it has for all of us) 
the deficit for the year is smaller than I had anticipated 12 months ago.  A year ago we 
were facing an £8,000 deficit for 2008, I asked you all to look at what you could give 
and help us.  You all did and itôs for this reason that, even with the countryôs economy in 
turmoil, Newhavenôs finance is sound.   Taking into account the Gift aid cheque I will 
receive from the tax man, means we showed a loss in the year of around £3,000.   I 
know copies of our annual report, including our finance report, were available but if 
anyone did not see, or would like another copy, please talk to me after the church any 
Sunday or email me at the address below. 
 
Other accounts ï Finance, Music and Development ï are healthy, with positive 
balances in all three for 2008.  In the Development fund we hold a legacy which we can 
all pass onto our children.  A legacy which allows us to look much clearer into the 
future, and puts our finances onto a much more stable platform.  To all who have so 
generously given, my sincere thanks.  Rest assured that this money will be used wisely 
and will be used only for the purposes for which it was intended. 
 
Looking ahead to 2009 Iôve tried to forecast where we might be heading. I do foresee 
some further improvement in our income, with a modest rise in expenditure, meaning 
that although I still forecast a deficit of around Ã1700, this amount is achievable and Iôm 
sure next year will show some further positive signs on the financial side.  It has to be 
said that this can only be achieved again with all your hard work and commitment.  I 
know weôll get that and so Iôm leaving my post as Treasurer with a huge amount to look 
forward to. 
 
It only leaves me to thank you all again for your support and to wish Nick all the best in 
the years ahead.  Please support him and send him your prayers as he takes on this 
challenging roll. 

 

Alister Greig 
bowtow@btinternet.com 
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FUCELLA FAMILY THANKS & INVITATION  
 
Jane writes.  
 
Yesterday I got our monthly support report from Interserve. Please pass 
on our grateful thanks to the church for the 1,150 pounds sent in for our 
support.  The drop in the value of the pound means our support is going 
less far and so we really appreciate it - and realise that as people are 
going through recession in the UK it probably represents sacrificial 
giving too. 
 
So thank you!! 
 
 Interserve sends news 

We want the Fucellaôs to benefit enormously from time away from Thailand. As 
Mike and Jane have been particularly busy over past months, in Interserve we 
are very anxious to make sure that when they are on home assignment  next 
time, they will find plenty of time for rest and órecharging their batteriesô.  
 
Steps have been taken to try and help them lessen their workload now, but 
with the accumulation of work over months and years it is clear that they need 
more than just an easier workload. They need quality family time and in this 
next home assignment the emphasis will be on the Fucella family and their 
needs, and thus they will not be giving a lot of time to deputation meetings.  
 
To make this work, we will need your help ï in two or three ways. 

1. Please make an effort to be at one of their half day conferences. This 
is important as it will be the only opportunity you will have to see them. 
There will be three conferences: 
St Ebbes Oxford 25 April, Liberton Northfield Edinburgh 9 May, 
Cults Aberdeen 16 May. 

2. Please do not request a ódeputationô visit from the Fucellas ï no time is 
available for this. 

3. Please pray for them that they will be renewed in every way during 
their time away from Thailand.  

   
We are so grateful to you all for your care, support and prayers for the family. 
 
We want to encourage you in this ministry that you do in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Thank you for being Partners in the work of mission, fulfilling the vision 
of ólives and communities transformed through encounter with Jesus Christô.  
 
Please make an effort to support the conference in Northfield 9 May - 
more details will follow 

 

Audrey Gardiner 
 
  



CHURCH GOVERNANCE ï CHANGE to 
CONSTITUTION 

 
At the Annual Stated Meeting on Monday 30 March 2009, the Congregation 
voted to adopt the Unitary Constitution. 
    
As most of you will know by now, this change to our structure means that the 
Congregational Board will cease to exist and the Kirk Session will set up 
different working groups with responsibility for the following areas of church life 
in Newhaven: 

 
Communications  Education  Fabric 
Finance   Worship  Pastoral Care 
Social    Mission & Outreach 
 
In addition, there will be an Administration Group (to make sure that the 
groups report to the Session and to deal with other administrative matters) and 
an Appointments and Welfare group (to ensure that the groups are properly 
staffed and the leaders supported). 
 
We want to take this opportunity to re-state the thinking behind the change and 
to explain the actual differences that this change will make.   
 
The thinking behind the change 
 
The proposal for change was born out of a frustration with the rather unwieldy 
structure that requires everything to be directly overseen by the Kirk Session or 
the Congregational Board (or sometimes both!).  In particular: 

 
Á the current structure requires a large number of people to spend a lot 

of time at Session and Board meetings discussing matters which 
simply do not justify that level of attention;  

Á there is a very wide variety of activities that go on in Newhaven 
Church, very often with each activity being carried on in isolation and 
reporting direct to the Session or the Board (as shown in the "spaghetti 
diagram" in the presentations to the Congregation shown last 
September and October);  

Á there is a growing appreciation that the distinction between "spiritual" 
matters (being the domain of the Session) and "non-spiritual" matters 
(being the domain of the Board) is an arbitrary distinction and not one 
which has much of a Biblical justification; and 

Á the current structure can mislead us into thinking that the tasks that 
Jesus has given us are only to be taken up by the Minister, or 
members of the Session, or members of the Board, whereas we 
believe that, as followers of Jesus Christ, every single one of us is 
called to serve Him in every aspect of our daily lives. 

 



It is our hope that the new structure will allow greater freedom for the gifts of 
God's people in Newhaven to be celebrated and nurtured.  The Church Without 
Walls Report commissioned by the General Assembly put it this way, "Each 
congregation is to be a living college, where people learn to exercise their 
gifts in an environment of grace characterised by encouragement, humility 
and cooperation." 
 
We already see this to a great extent in Newhaven, where many of our activities are led 
by people putting their gifts into service for God, generously and humbly.  It is our belief 
that the new governance structure will make it easier for people to do so, by taking 
responsibility from the Session or the Board and giving it to smaller groups of people who 
have gifts in common with each other in a particular area. 
 
What will change? 
 
From August, the working groups listed above will take over responsibility for their 
particular area.  There will be no Congregational Board and the role of the Kirk Session, 
as a group, will change such that it oversees these various working groups, receiving 
periodic reports from them about their activities.  The terms of reference for each working 
group (drafts of which have been made available and are on the Church's website 
www.newhavenchurch.org.uk) will set out the authority that each group has, without 
having to seek additional approval from the Session.  From time to time, of course, more 
significant matters will require to be approved by the Session. 
We believe that this will have two main benefits: 
 

1. the decision-making process for most matters will be shortened; and  
2. those people who currently attend Board meetings will be freed up from the need 

to do so. 
 
For members of the Congregation who are currently involved in the various activities, 
whether Elders or former members of the Board or neither, this will not necessarily mean 
that they spend any less time on such activities than is currently the case.   
 
The difference will be, however, that they will be part of a smaller group more able 
to take decisions that are relevant to their activity, without the burden of having 
everything approved by the Board or the Session.  We believe that this will be 
encouraging for people who wish to serve God in Newhaven Church, that those 
with a dream to use their gifts will be able to spend more time and energy actually 
doing so, and less time participating in unnecessary bureaucracy. 
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Next steps 
 
The change in constitution still requires to be approved by Presbytery but as a 
number of churches in Edinburgh have already gone down this road, approval 
by Presbytery is not expected to be problematic and is expected to be received 
in April or May.  Once that has been received, the Session will seek to appoint 
the members of the various working groups, so that these groups can be up 
and running in time for the new Church session starting in September this 
year.  In some cases, the people on these groups are already involved, 
working together in particular areas (for example, the Fabric and Finance 
groups).  In other cases, the groups are new and people will be asked to serve 
in roles which do not currently exist.  
 
As you might imagine, the staffing of these groups is a very important part of 
this process (and one which will be a continual one) and we would ask you to 
pray, along with the Session, that this will be done with wisdom, discernment 
and sensitivity. 
 
Filling up these working groups themselves is not the end of the story, of 
course.  The various activities of our Church will continue to need a large 
number of us to get involved, actually serving in the various areas of God's 
ministry here.  For example, the volunteers that serve in the Café, the Little 
Lights leaders, the people who welcome worshippers with a smile and an order 
of service every Sunday morning, the singers and musicians who lead us in 
worship, are just a few of the many things that many of us get involved in week 
to week.   
 
We believe that every single person in our fellowship has gifts that are to be 
celebrated and nurtured and that have a place in God's plan for our world.  We 
also know, however, that these are not always identified or acknowledged.  If 
we are to fulfil God's plan for Newhaven, and indeed for ourselves as individual 
children of God, then we need to ensure that we are each encouraged to 
identify and use our gifts.  Peter Bluett is planning a series of sermons to focus 
our attention on this subject and we will follow this, in the early part of 2010, 
with an event which will help all of us to explore our gifts and re-dedicate them 
to God. 
 
Finally 
 
The Session is grateful to the Congregation for its patience in this process, and 
would ask you all to continue to pray that our new structure will better help us 
to serve Christ, each other and the community. 
 

Colin  MacNeill 
 

 
  



PRAYER FOCUS 
 
You have probably noticed that the news has become gloomier with every 
passing day and the buzz words are "credit crunch" and "quantitative 
easement". You can be forgiven for feeling that it's all too technical to 
understand and whilst I would not hold up bankers as being the most 
honourable professionals it is not only their fault that the country and indeed 
the world is in such a mess. We are all to blame to some extent: the 
government for spending more over the past five years than it received in tax 
revenue: the banks for lending too much, too easily - 125% mortgages and 
lending at six times peoples' salaries: the lack of proper regulation on them: 
and most of us for buying too much on credit 
 
Unfortunately Christians pretty much spend, save and borrow just like the 
average citizen. A materialistic world will never listen to a materialistic Church 
and it is important that we are seen as different and that we have the answers, 
all of which are found in Christ. 
 
Some truths you may never have considered 
 
None of this present credit crisis came as a surprise to God, remember He 
knows the end from the beginning. 
 
God is not broke and never will be. 
 
There are more than 2,350 verses in the Bible on handling money and 
possessions, yes 2,350! That points to the fact that our Heavenly Father knew 
all the pitfalls and warned us and taught us before we even knew of them. 
 
In the Bible there are over 250 names for God, but when it comes to handling 
money and possessions His key title is Master.  
 
It is essential that we as Christians begin to change our money habits: to 
acknowledge God's ways, to acknowledge Him as our source, to acknowledge 
that as He is our source that He also owns everything, and that friends means 
that we are stewards. 
 
Recognising that God owns everything is the key element in allowing Jesus to 
become Lord of our money and possessions because it makes a complete 
difference to the way we think and act. From this point, every spending 
decision becomes a spiritual decision because we are no longer wondering 
how we are going to spend our money, we are praying, "Lord, what do You 
want me to do with Your money?" 
 
The above, with a few additions, was adapted from an extract of Life Issues 
Bible Study:Money by Keith Tondeur and is avaiable from UCB at a cost of 
£3.25. 
  

 
 
 
  



Please take these prayer requests seriously - many Christians are facing difficult times 
and it is not our place to judge, Jesus does not condemn, He saves and delivers. 
 
Let us pray for all our Christain brothers and sisters that they will seek Jesus and His way 
to deal with their finances. If they are experiencing difficulties may they know His 
deliverance and receive His help and the wisdom which comes from Him. 
 
May we all have a fresh realisation that Jesus is our Master and honour Him as such. 
Ask Him to teach us to be good stewards and to recognise Him as our source of all 
things. 
 
Help us Lord to understand that all the teachings about finances are for now, not heaven 
and that where we need to renew our minds we will be open to the ever present help the 
Holy Spirit will give. 
 
Let us seek God for the way in which He wishes us to reach out to our community in 
these times of need so that they will take note and be led to find our Lord. 
  
One last thing you may not realise is that a global system of government is a sign of the 
end times and that means Jesus is coming soon.  
 
Hallelujah!!!!!! 

 

Eileen Tait 

 

HALL LETS 
 

Anyone requiring information about letting of the Newhaven Church halls, 
should visit the church website in the first instance at: 

www.newhavenchurch.org.uk 
 
Alternatively, enquiries and requests can be made to Alastair Sutherland, 
Caretaker, whose e-mail address is: 
 

CaretakerNewhavenChurch@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Letter from the Convener of the Stewardship 
and Finance Committee, Church of Scotland 

 
Ministries and Mission Contributions 2009  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ 
 
At last yearôs general Assembly, it was decided that all who belong to 
the Church should be given more information about ministries and 
mission Contributions ï the money your Congregational Treasurer 
sends to the Church Offices in Edinburgh. What happens to this 
money? How does it enable the worship, mission and service of the 
Church? 
 
The information below shows how your congregationôs contribution is 
used to support Parish Ministries, Mission and Renewal, general 
support and services provided for congregations and the councils of the 
General Assembly. Please note that the cost of your minister is not 
what he/she is paid. This cost is the total for stipend and employerôs 
national insurance and pension contributions, and is based on a 
minister with ten years service. 
 
Congregation                       Contribution 
EDINBURGH: NEWHAVEN     £46892.00 
 

Parish Ministries (87%)     £40796.00 
The cost of ministry in your parish is  £39100.00 
Your contribution to the cost of   £  1696.00 
Ministries in other parishes and 
training for ministers 
 

Mission and Renewal (5.5%)    £  2579.00 
This supports the Churchôs work in resourcing congregations for 
Christian education and outreach, in caring for the vulnerable in society, 
in partnership with the Church in some of the poorest parts of the world, 
and in providing a Christian perspective on the issues of today. 
 

Support and Services for Councils   £  3517.00 
And Congregations (7.5%)  
This provides financial, legal, safeguarding and other services, and 
meets the cost of the General Assembly and the Moderator. 
 

 
  



 
Please note that Ministries and Mission Contributions only 
provide part of the total funding required for the work of the 
Church listed above. A fuller picture is given in the leaflet 
Belonging to a Sharing Church which is available free to all 
congregations. 
 
I hope that this helps you to understand Ministries and Mission 
Contributions and shows you are enabling the sharing of the 
gospel through the money your congregation sends through the 
Church offices to all parts of Scotland and beyond. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

V A Dickson 
 
Vivienne A Dickson 
Convener, Stewardship and Finance Committee 
 

 

THANKS 
 

I would like to thank the person, or persons, who left the sum of 
£20.00 in the Café, to pay for any teas and/or coffees that I 
purchase. 
 
This is most appreciated. 

Robert Dunlop 
 

 
  



IMAGES of EASTER 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  



NEWHAVEN CHURCH WEBSITE 
 
Nation shall speak peace unto nation was the BBCôs motto from its 

inception in 1927.  Drawn from the books of Micah and 
Isaiah the choice of such a motto portrays the BBCôs 
Christian Origins. 
 
Over 60 years later in 1989 another form of global 
communication, the Internet, was beginning to take 
shape with the invention of the World Wide Web. 
 
Many who employ it to convey a message of peace 
are churches such as ours who have chosen to 
harness technology to propagate Godôs message of 
peace and love. 
 
Committed to serving Christ, each other and the 
community is how we see our role, and the 
ñcommunityò in this context can be the whole world, 
thanks to the World Wide Web. 
Perhaps you are a ñcloset Christianò from the Chinese 
underground church, desperately using Google to find 

solace from the outside world.  Youôve heard 

of Newhaven Church from a friend, and 
key http://google.cn  
to search for us: 

 
Thatôs us at the top of the list, with 
Korean and Chinese churches in the 
USA listed second and third. 
 

 

http://google.cn/


 
 

  

Perhaps our closet Christian is in Saudi Arabia and needs to hear Godôs Word 
spoken.  A friend has recommended us, so he types in http://google.com.sa to 
search for ñNewhaven Sermons Edinburghò.  He clicks ñIôm feeling luckyò and 
gets straight through first time.  Google has picked up the ñquick linkò to sermons 
on our front page: 

 
The Church website is a superb 
tool for propagating the Gospel, 
but it can be a draw to our 
church too, for those seeking a 
spiritual home.  Individuals and 
families have come through our 
doors to savour Fionaôs 
cooking, bring their toddlers to 
ñMums & Toddlersò, find 
fellowship with the Haven or the 
Guild, and above all to join with 
us as we worship God on a 

Sunday. 
 
Of course itôs useful for our regular members too.  Whatôs on this week?  Check 
the Calendar.  Missed a sermon?  There are always a minimum of 26 sermons 

on-line.  Lost the last magazine?  
Find it on the ñChurch Newsò page.  
Need to hire the hall?  Look up the 
ñFacilities for hireò page for an email 
contact and rates. 
 
May God bless our websiteôs use in 
the propagation of his Kingdom. 

 
 

Shona Adam     Nick 
Timmins  

 

http://google.com.sa/


A PRAYER for EASTER from the 
MODERATOR, the Rt Rev David Lunan 

 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Hallelujah! 
This is the day which the Lord has made 

We will rejoice and be glad init, 
Because you love us. 

 
For you are alive and not dead, 

Present in our midst and reigning in heaven. 
We did our worst to you Lord Christ,  

but still you  
come back. 

You took the sin of the world and nailed it to the cross, 
Because you love us. 

 
Son of Man and friend of sinners, 
Great physician and Son of God, 

You gave us strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow. 

Saviour of the World, we worship and adore you. Because 
you love us. 

 
Come risen Christ, and breathe on us your Holy Spirit, 

That your grace and your mercy and your peace 
Might be real for us now, 

Because you love us. 
 

As the Father sent you, so now you send us: 
We will serve you and we will love you, 

Knowing that you will be with us to the end of time, 
Because you love us 

 
Amen 

 
 

From Life and Work, April 2009 

 

 
  



HYMNS for ALL 
 

The Dentist's Hymn   Crown Him with 
Many Crowns 

 
The Weatherman's Hymn    There Shall Be 

Showers of Blessings 
 

The Building Contractor's Hymn  The Church's One 
Foundation 

 
The Tailor's Hymn   Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 The Golfer's Hymn   There's a Green Hill 

Far Away 
 
The Optician's Hymn   Open My Eyes That I 

Might See 
 
The Tax Inspector's Hymn  I Surrender All 
 
The Electrician's Hymn   Send Thy Light 
         

Sheila Curran (Southport) 
       
 

Newhaven Church Jute Bags 

 
Would you like to: 
 

 Help our environment? 
 Help to advertise Newhaven Church in the REAL 

world? 
 Encourage others to come to our cafe? 
 Raise some funds for our church and café? 

 
Then why not purchase a Newhaven Church Jute Bag. 
 
The bags are available to buy during café hours and cost 
just £2.50 each 

 
  



MISSION FOCUS 
 
Sao Paulo is one of the largest industrial cities of not only Brazil but also the 
world; it follows just behind cities such as Tokyo. This occurred during the 
Great depression (not this one!!!) when European migrants emigrated there in 
search of jobs. This led to a big expanse in Sao Pauloôs population, moving 
from 32,000 in 1880 to 8,500,000 in just a hundred years. This has been 
beneficial but also detrimental as the city was not been able to deal with such a 
huge influx of people, this has meant that many people were faced to find 
housing where ever they could. This problem only got worse and led to the 
formation of the slums (also known as the favellas), which many people call 
their home! As the slums are so large it has been difficult to control, which has 
meant that there, has been a high crime and murder rate in Sao Paulo where 
for example 19 people were kidnapped in the first nine months of 2008. 
 
The crime rate however has decreased by 67% since 2000 and has continued 
to an acceptable level. However though housing those in the slums is still a 
difficulty. This has led organisations such as Slum dwellers international (SDI) 
to try and help in any way with the housing problem; it is an extremely difficult 
task. 
 

¶ I would ask us all to pray for the government who have to deal with 
problems of overcrowding in the city. That God would give them 
wisdom and discernment when fixing these problems.  

¶ Pray also for the police officers who work in Sao Paulo that they would 
continue to do a good and fair job. 

¶ Pray for those who have to live in the slums, their quality of life is 
extremely poor, I ask that you bring to God their health and wellbeing 
and that God would have his hand over the people 

¶ And lastly I would like us to pray for those organisations who work 
there. For the volunteers, that have given of their time, money and 
talents to be there and to show these people Gods love. I ask you to 
pray for their safety and wellbeing. 

 
If you would like to find out more information about Sao Paulo then speak to 
myself or this website: 

 
http://idol.union.edu/micklasc/Brazil/Slums%20and%20Riches.htm 

 
God Bless 

Anna Wakeling 
 

 
  

http://idol.union.edu/micklasc/Brazil/Slums%20and%20Riches.htm


God is Good (so is our food!) 
 

Think back for a moment to pre development days, dingy halls old 
fashioned kitchen and the toilets, well best to forget about them. 
When you walk into our church today it is easy to forget where we 
were then, God has led us on an  amazing journey to where we 
are today, beautiful  church, multipurpose halls, a fantastic 
kitchen and social area and our much admired  wonderful toilet 
facilities!  
 
This building really does us proud. But as we all know a building 
doesnôt make a church, its people do. The people that come to 
worship in this building are much more amazing than any bricks 
and mortar. One area that this shines through is in the church 
café, Newhaven Connections. Sometimes at the busiest of times 
with soup and Panini flying out the hatch, hopefully not literally, I 
stop and look around at the volunteers who have been chosen by 
God to represent the church to our local community and all I can 
think is WOW, they are amazing. 
  
The café outreach has really touched the lives of so many people, 
not just those who work there but all our customers too. I 
personally find it wonderful when I see customers joining our 
family to worship on a Sunday. 
 
Although we are very busy and self sufficient we do need your 
support, we need to increase our income in order to invest in the 
future of this valuable church outreach. Iôm not asking for 
donations just come in for a coffee sometime, bring a friend for 
lunch, let your neighbours know we exist. Most importantly 
continue to pray for us. Sometimes the café work is not easy, the 
kitchen can get a bit hot and we all get tired. Please pray that we 
can continue to serve Godôs people in Newhaven and show them 
through our actions that God knows and loves them.    

 

Fiona Wakeling 
 

 
  



NEWHAVEN SUDOKU 
 

APRIL 2009 
 
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1 to 9. 
 

Thereôs no maths involved ï you solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.  

 

Solution will be in the June 2009 issue. 

 

9 6    7    

8 5 4 3   2   

 1   9  6   

  9 8  6    

5        6 

   9  2 4   

  8  7   2  

  5   4 7 1 8 

   5    6 4 

 
 

  



THE CHURCH AS A COMMUNITY - 
 
 

- OF PRAYER 
  
"....and will give our attention to prayer...." 
Acts 6:4 
  
"Prayer is the first thing, the second thing, the third thing 
necessary to a servant of Jesus Christ. 
Pray then......pray, pray, pray" Edward Payson 
  
  
 

- OF PRAISE & WORSHIP 
  
"As they began to sing and praise...." 2 Chronicles 20:22 
  
"...For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death until He comes." 1 Corinthians 11:26 
  
The Holy Spirit inspires God's people and releases them to 
praise which glorifies Him. This can be informal or it can be 
done in creative liturgy. 
  
 
  

- OF BELONGING 
  
"The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up 
only one body. So it is with the body of Christ." 1 Corinthians 
12:12 
  
The Holy Spirit creates a community of trust where we are 
committed to one another. 
 

 

 
  



 

NEWHAVEN SUDOKU 

 
DECEMBER 2008 SOLUTION 

 

7 1 5 4 6 2 8 9 3 

4 8 2 7 3 9 5 6 1 

9 6 3 5 1 8 4 2 7 

2 9 1 8 5 7 3 4 6 

8 4 6 3 2 1 9 7 5 

5 3 7 6 9 4 1 8 2 

3 9 7 2  4 5 6 1 8 

6 2 4 1 8 3 7 5 9 

1 5 8 9 7 6 2 3 4 

 

  



EASTER SERVICES 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Good Friday ï 10 April 2009 
 

Communion Service at 7.00pm 
 

Easter Day ï 12 April 2009 
 

Service at 10.30am 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  



CAN YOU THINK LOGICALLY? 
Solution 

 
A certain month has 5 Tuesdays and the third Saturday is the 
20th. 
 

a. On what day does the month begin? 
b. What is the date of the last Friday of the month? 
c. On what day does the 11th fall? 
d. How many Mondays are there in the month? 
e. On what day does the 23rd fall? 
 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1  1 2 3 4 5 6 

2 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
3 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
4 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
5 28 29 30 31    

 
a. Month begins on Monday 
b. Last Friday = 26th 
c. 11th = Thursday 
d. Number of Mondays = 5 
e. 23rd = Tuesday 

 

 

WEBSITE of the MONTH 
 

Do you know people who are looking for God? 
 

Even if you don't, you would enjoy visiting 
 

www.LookingforGod.com 
 

this quarters recommended web page. 
 

Eileen Tait 
 

 
  

http://www.lookingforgod.com/


"You are His personal concern!" 
 

When worry comes knocking at your door, stop it on the doorstep, 
otherwise it'll move in and take up residence.  
 
Listen: "....throw the whole weight of your anxieties upon Him, for 
you are His personal concern" (1 Peter 5:7 Phillips)). How 
wonderful; God cares (He really does) about the things that worry 
you and prey on your thoughts. He cares about them more than 
you do. Not a single nagging, aching, worrisome, gut-wrenching, 
blood-pressure-raising thought escapes His notice. Because "you 
are His personal concern," you never escape from His screen. 
 
What qualifies as a worry? Anything that drains your tank of 
joy....anything you can't change....anything you're not responsible 
for......anything you're unable to control......anything that frightens 
or torments you......anything that keeps you awake when you 
should be asleep.  
 
All that stuff needs to be transformed from your worry list to your 
prayer list! Listen: "Don't worry about anything; instead pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need and thank Him for all He has 
done. If you do this you will experience God's peace. (Philippians 
4:6-7 NLT). Give each worry one by one to God! The more you 
practise doing this, the more exciting your walk with Him will 
become.  
 
You'll be amazed at how easily He handles things that overwhelm 
you. Always keep these three things in mind: (1) He's able to 
handle it (2) He's willing to handle it (3) He's waiting for you to 
give it to Him. 

Eileen Tait 
(from Word for Today ) 

  

 
  



PRESBYTERY REPORT 

 
The February meeting (no meetings are held in January) 
commenced with the installation of Peter Graham as Moderator of 
Presbytery, followed by the introduction of George Whyte as 
Presbytery Clerk. Normal business then followed with 
Congregation and Vacancy business, moving on to Committee 
Reports and concluding with the Report of the Clerk 
 
The March meeting of Presbytery takes the form of a half day 
conference on a Saturday, rather than the normal Tuesday 
evening meeting time. This year the conference was held in 
Davidsonôs Mains Church and provided a chance for Presbytery 
to break into groups for discussion, This discussion is part of the 
exploration of what it means to be the Church in a post-Christian 
society. This is intended to inform the ñreviewing of the reviewing 
processò, which Presbytery will undertake later this year, and will 
lead to a major overhaul of how Presbytery works with 
congregations.  

 
 

Hugh McDiarmid, Presbytery Elder 
 

 

FIRST AIDERS 
 
In order to keep an up to date list of first aiders who attend 
Newhaven Church can anyone who is a currently qualified 
first aider, and who has no objection to their names being 
listed on the notice board, please let Alister Greig know 
either any Sunday, or via email ï bowtow@btinternet.com   
 

 
  

mailto:bowtow@btinternet.com
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/

