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Minister’s Letter — June 2009

In our Prayer Meeting and Bible Study on Wednesday evenings
we have been studying the Book of Exodus, the story of how the
Israelites were freed from their slavery in Egypt and their
subsequent wanderings in the desert with Moses as their leader,
appointed by God.

There's no doubt that they must have had a tough time. There
were a few million people, if the calculations are correct, and they
were in a desert, which, generally, aren’t the most hospitable
places. Yet God was with them. They saw God in action. He
parted the sea for them, fed them and provided water for them.
He led them by day and by night and protected them from harm.

The thing that struck me in all of this was the fact that despite
God's presence, the people grumbled and groaned. In many
parts of Exodus they actually implored Moses to take them back
to Egypt, back to the source of their oppression and captivity.

Of course, we read these stories in hindsight, so we mustn’t be
too harsh in our judgment, but consider what happened after the
events of Exodus. God moulded and shaped Israel as a nation,
called them to be the Teacher to the Nations, and, furthermore, in
Israel, Jesus was born.

So out of all their labour and hardship, out of all the difficulties
they faced, God gave good things to His people. Yes, they were
often blinded to these good things. Yes, at times they refused to
see, but all the while God was faithful, calling them back to be
with Him.

Life is tough at times for all of us. Sometimes we wonder where
God is, but we know, because of what scripture teaches us, that
God is always there. Perhaps we don’t see God because we let
our troubles overwhelm us, perhaps we are blinded by the
stresses and strains life sometimes throws our way but, | believe,
if we took a few moments to step back and look, we would see
God's fingerprints, know God's presence, in everything.




The Israelites compounded their problems by trusting in
themselves, believing that God had forsaken them.

May we not do this in our lives but live in simple trust that God is
true to His word. May the foundation in our lives not be built on
our own abilities, our own endeavours, but built on faith in God.

God is with us as we journey on this road of life.

With much love,

Peter

PRAYER CALENDAR

Any entries for the Prayer Calendar can be sent electronically to
Audrey using the e-mail address:

stu aud@live.co.uk

Please note the “underscore” character ( _ ) between “stu”
and “aud”.

MAGAZINE ARTICLES

Articles for inclusion in the September 2009 issue of the
Magazine can be e-mailed to the Editor at:

hugh.mcdiarmid@blueyonder.co.uk

Please remember that we are now on a quarterly Magazine
issue - September, December, April and June.

Editor
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When | was appointed Clerk to the Board in 1998 | was given the old
minute books which start on 30 April 1974. Reading these first minutes,
the Church was again undergoing a radical change - the Congregations
of St Andrews and Newhaven on Forth were joined together, we were
looking for a new minister and we had a Manse in Bonnington Terrace
to sell.

Here we are in 2009 - 3 Ministers later, we have sold another Manse,
bought a new one, moved off the premises, set up a café, renovated
and built a new Church, and as we embark on another change in our
history, the Newhaven Church Congregational Board met for the last
time on 22" June 2009. There were a few ‘retired’ members of the
Board who turned up for the last meeting, and they assured us that not

Because | am quite sad, | was looking through all the previous minutes
and there are a few other constants in the Board’s history:

1: The tasks that need undertaken ( a selection follow)

e Our finances have been discussed on a regular basis, we have
spent lots of our money on various projects and wondered most
years just how we were going to afford our Mission & Aid
allocation

e The old boiler house was cleaned out many times, notice boards
and first aid boxes have been discussed and purchased on
many occasions

e We are always discussing the people who are wanting to use
our halls

e The Fabric Committee has taken an inventory of everything we
have; they have inspected the Church and Manse on countless
occasions and repaired everything that has needed it.

e Thousands and thousands of pounds have been given through
the offerings and they have all been counted and banked.




2: The individuals their time and service to the Church through
serving on the Board

For years, the same people have turned up to welcome you to Church
and take the offering. They have also attended some very long Board
(and sometimes boring) meetings. | would especially like to give a big
thank you to my predecessors, Beatrice Bain and Betty McLaren. While
I have the convenience of doing the minutes by computer with spell check
and easy editing, they painstakingly wrote everything by hand in the
Minute Book. Some of the meetings minutes are 7 pages long and their
writing is always legible. Well done and thank you to all the Board
Members since 1974 your hard work is really appreciated, as without
you we wouldn’t be where we are today.

3: God

He has always supported us through our difficulties and celebrated with
us in the good times. He has given us people with time and skills to do the
jobs we have needed done. He has ensured we had enough money to do
what we needed to do and pay the bills, and He has given us the wisdom
to make the right decisions.

As we move to our new Unitary Constitution (see also Presbytery
Report), | know these constants will not change — there will always be
lots to do, people willing to do it and, most importantly, God will never
leave us.

Susan Edwards

—




NEWHAVEN CHURCH GOVERNANCE

Following the positive vote at the Church's Annual Stated Meeting at the
end of March, the change in our constitution was approved by Edinburgh
Presbytery in May (see also Presbytery Report).

Issues raised at the ASM

Before the vote was taken at the ASM, a number of questions were raised
about the new structure, some of which were able to be answered there
and then but others have prompted fresh consideration by the
Governance Group.

Will the Working Group conveners be elected?

The Governance Group considered very carefully the process by which
members of the Working Groups are appointed. Under the terms of the
Unitary Constitution, the appointment of all members (including
conveners) is for the Kirk Session alone. However, given that members
of Working Groups (and, in particular, conveners) should have the
support and confidence of the Congregation, it is proposed that each
member of a Working Group (including the convener) be "affirmed" by
vote at the ASM once every three years. In the first year (2010), one-third
of each Working Group (chosen at random) shall make themselves
available for affirmation by vote at the ASM.

Will matters considered by the Working Groups ever have to be
referred back to the Congregation for approval?

No. The Working Groups are, effectively, sub-groups of the Kirk Session
and so there will be matters that a Working Group cannot decide by
themselves, and which require the approval of the full Kirk Session. From
time to time, of course, there may be matters on which the Session
wishes to take the formal views of the Congregation. However, such
matters are no more, nor less, likely to arise in the new constitution than
under our previous constitutional structure.

Will the Working Groups appoint their own convener?

To begin with, all of the Conveners have been appointed by the Session.
Once they are up and running, however, some Working Groups will be




able to appoint their own convener if the position is vacant, although in
every case, the appointment of convener needs the approval of the Kirk
Session and, every three years, the affirmation of the Congregation at the
ASM. There are some Groups, however, where the convener is a
specified person (eg the Minister).

What now?

Specific invitations have gone out to members of the Congregation to
become the first members of the Working Groups and an initial workshop
took place on Tuesday 23 June with a second workshop planned for the
beginning of September, just before the new constitution goes "live". At
these workshops, the Working Groups will meet together to familiarise
themselves with their specific tasks. There will also be some time, led by
Peter Bluett, reflecting upon the role of a Working Group member, and
what this means in the context of an individual person's life, as well as in
the wider context of the Church as the Body of Christ. One of the
important principles that the Governance Group has kept at the forefront
of all the planning for the new structure, is that the structure must
encourage and nurture the individual faith of everyone who participates in
it.

This is because, first and foremost, each person who gets involved in the
life of our Church is a disciple of Jesus, whatever other "job" they might
carry out, be it as Minister, or as a Little Lights helper, or as an Elder, or
someone who hands out Orders of Service on a Sunday Morning.

What can you do?

We would each do well to remember that the Church is not a building, but
a body of people with Jesus at its head. However, there are very many
useful analogies to a building that help us understand the Church. Just
like a building, for example, for the Church to be of any use, its individual
parts need to be joined up and supported.

Please support those who are involved in the Working Groups, and also

all of the many people who contribute to the work of Newhaven Church,
with your love and your prayers.

Colin MacNeill




Update from John Urquhart

and Prayer Request

Dear all

Thanks for your prayers. | hope to send out a proper calendar at
some point. In the meantime, here are a few points for prayer:

e This Sunday, 21 June, | have scouts from a nominating
committee coming to hear me at the 10.30am service to see
if they want to put me on their interview list. | find it quite
hard to prepare when these things are in the offing. I'm also
exploring another possibility, or will be when the interim
moderator of the charge comes back from holiday.

e On Monday, my lawyers hope to advertise my mother’s flat
for sale, but there has been a delay with the surveyor’'s
report, so I'm not sure if they will make it. The deadline for
the ESPC [Edinburgh Solicitors’ Property Centre] is 11am on
Monday. (I am so thankful that her flat is now empty and
clean, save for a large adjustable bed, which someone from
a charity shop is coming to look at.)

e [I'll be trying to tie up various odds and ends next week
before my summer break from 29 June -15 July. This
includes church work (catching up on visiting) and forms for
the council to suspend my mother’s care home fees while
the flat is on the market (i.e. more financial accounting forms,
which | find tedious and difficult). I'm really looking forward
to a holiday, as I'm quite weary. | also need to think about
what my preaching plan is for the weeks after | come back.

e A young man turned up at the Tron Kirk last Sunday morning
and asked if the Boys’ Brigade could be set up again, as he
and several friends would like to be involved. (It wasn’'t a
casual request, as he sent his father before him to say he
had something he wanted to ask.) | said to him | would




e speak to various people about what this would entail and get
back to him. | don’t know if it would be possible, and it's
certainly beyond my official remit to set anything up, but I
would like to be able to find out if it could be taken forward,
as it could be a great opportunity to reach an age-group we
are currently not reaching. So please pray about this. | think
he’s planning to come back this Sunday.

Thanks,
John

John Urquhart
467 Gilmerton Road

EDINBURGH

EH17 7JG

Email: jccurguhart@gmail.com

Tel: 0131 666 2584 0131 516 6528 (SIP)

Mobile: 078 2140 2901

HALL LETS

Anyone requiring information about letting of the Newhaven Church
halls, should visit the church website in the first instance at:
www.newhavenchurch.org.uk

Alternatively, enquiries and requests can be made to Alastair
Sutherland, Caretaker, whose e-mail address is:

CaretakerNewhavenChurch@blueyonder.co.uk
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http://www.newhavenchurch.org.uk/
mailto:CaretakerNewhavenChurch@blueyonder.co.uk

20" Leith BB Company

Our Annual Closing Night was held on Friday 1 May when we
were delighted to have Joe Hannaford an ex-Captain of the
company as our chief guest. During the evening the Boys from
all three sections put on different displays. Boys were presented
with their badges, and we were delighted to see President
Badges and Duke of Edinburgh Awards being awarded again.
Particular congratulations to Sgt Paul Kane who gained the
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award - we now have 4 members of the
company aiming for the Gold Award.

It seems a long time since we started the session back in
September. Numbers have held up well during the year and is
has been great to see increased numbers and activities in the
Anchor Boys and Junior Sections. The Company Section has
had a busy time working on the Brigade’s new award scheme.
Boys have been involved in taking various classes in cooking,
American football, short tennis, pt, podcasting web design and
many others. It is all a long way from the days when the BB only
did drill and first aid. In addition to this, our Minister has led the
weekly “prayers” when Boys have been able to learn more about
the Christian faith.

We have taken part in most of the Battalion competitions and our
two football teams have performed well each Saturday. Various
trips have been organised the most recent was our Good Friday
Trip to North Berwick as well as visiting the town we also had a
paintball session — | think most of the guys enjoyed being able to
shoot the staff!.

The Company Section Boys are now looking forward to our
annual camp in July. This year we are returning to Craggan
Outdoor Centre on the south side of Loch Tay. This is a
tremendous centre that we have used a number of times before.
A full programme of activities is being planned and hopefully the
weather will be kind to us. We also run a summer programme
with different events taking place outside the church hall — the BB
BBQ usually being one of the highlights.




We have an excellent staff team in the 20" — in addition to their work each
week, 4 members of staff have also completed the Brigade’s Youth
Leith Training which means we now have more qualified leaders in the
company. In conclusion | would again like to record my thanks to all the
staff for all their hard work over the year, and to everyone in the
congregation for their continued support of the 20" Leith BB Company.

Bill Stevenson
Many of you will know that Bill Stevenson, currently one of our

Company Section Staff, is moving on to a new position in the
BB as Director of Scotland from 1st July.

We wish him well as he takes up this new role.

Newhaven Church Jute Bags

Would you like to:

M Help our environment?

M Help to advertise Newhaven Church in the REAL
world?

B Encourage others to come to our cafe?

B Raise some funds for our church and café?

Then why not purchase a Newhaven Church Jute
Bag.

The bags are available to buy during café hours
and cost just £2.50 each




PRAYER FOCUS 1

Not surprisingly the main focus for our prayer this time is The Church of
Scotland. Yet again two decisions came out of The General Assembly
which, at first sight, appears very conflicting.

The ruling issued on the Saturday after the case against Aberdeen
Presbytery was heard, had been made in accordance with the
Assembly, sitting as a Court of Appeal, to decide whether or not the
Presbytery had acted correctly within the rules when appointing the new
minister for Queens Cross, Aberdeen. They were deemed to have done
so. The media coverage did not explain this in any detail, but the
Assembly did not make a ruling on the sexuality issue, and | am sure
the wrong message came from the media.

The debate on Monday was to discuss the ordination of openly gay
clergy, and not surprisingly, the matter has been passed to a
Commission, who are to report back to the General Assembly in 2011.
In the meantime, no gay clergy are to be ordained.

The talk of a division in the Church of Scotland was not hype to sell
papers. There is very real division over this hugely emotive issue, and
to suggest, or indeed hope, that it has gone away because a
Commission has been set up, is totally unrealistic. Everyone thinks they
are right even to the point of making out that they know the Lord Jesus
better than others. These are the reasons we need to pray for The Kirk,
and keep it in our prayers, until this matter is resolved in 2011.

So please pray:

That all people, no matter what they think about this matter, will lay
down their own ideas and opinions and open their hearts and minds to
the Holy Spirit, and ask Him to lead us all into truth. Let us not let our
own personal theology get in the way of the Truth.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding - Proverbs 3:5

Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching you are really my disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." - John
8:31




If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed - John 8:36

Our commandment from Jesus is to love God and love others as
ourselves.

1Cor13 tells us that love takes no offence. Indeed love does not operate
where there is offence. Let us pray that all of the Body of Christ will
determine in their hearts not to be offended (i.e. take the offence, and we
do have the choice) although it may be there for the taking. Only as we
walk in love, bearing with one another in love, will God be able to work in
the situation.

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient bearing with one
another in love - Ephesians 4:2

The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your
neighbour as yourself. If you keep on biting and devouring each
other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other." - Galatians
5:14 & 15

Please uphold the members of the Commission in prayer - that they will
not avoid the issue in order to be politically correct - and that they will
seek the Lord fervently so that His will and His truth prevail.

Let us pray also that our part in the process will be to uphold the
Commission in prayer and to seek God for our Church.

"You will seek me and find me when you seek Me with all your heart.
| will be found by you." declares the LORD. Jeremiah 29:13&14

Division is of the devil - he hates unity because united we are far too
strong for him. The Bible tells us to be aware of the wiles of the devil.
Division is one of his tricks and another is to doubt that God did not say
what He did. Remember Eve in the Garden of Eden? Did God really say
in Genesis 3:1 The devil has no new tricks up his sleeve he just rolls
the same ones over from generation to generation.

Pray that we will not be fooled by him.

Put on the full armour of God so that you can stand against the devil's
schemes. Ephesians 6:11

Eileen Tait




WEBSITE of the MONTH

In the last magazine we recommended a website,
LookingforGod.com. | don't know if any of you checked it out, but
The Haven was fortunate enough to see it, thanks to the help of
Nick Timmins who set it up for us. They were also able to see our
own website, newhavenchurch.org.uk, and we now have a link
from our website to LookingforGod.com. Here is what UCB say
about the results of this website:

"UCB's tough talking website LookingforGod.com is as effective as
any Billy Graham crusade. The original no-nonsense first century
message is effectively delivered through 21st century media. And
the volume of responses is as dramatic as the average UK Billy
Graham campaign.

Since 2006, 341,144 unique visitors have come to this website
looking for God. That's over 10,000 new people each month. Many
appear to be casual enquirers. They are window shopping; however
a significant number mean business. They really are looking for
God.

Since LookingforGod.com was launched in July 2006, a staggering
21,419 people have said "yes" to God - around the average number
of decisions for Christ at a UK Billy Graham crusade.

LookingforGod.com is a UCB website. It forms part of a global
family of 16 websites (in various languages) all under the project
name "Jesus Internet Project". Between their launch in July 2005
and March 2009 the websites jointly clocked almost 11 million
unique visitors. 1,097,207 of these have said "yes" to the prayer of
commitment. This equates to a global "success" rate of 10%

In February 2009 Billy Graham said: "God has given us an open
door, and He has given us the tools and the technology to touch the
whole world if you and | mean business."




The statistics show that 41.6% of visitors to LookingforGod.com are men
and 58.4% are women. Over 18% of visitors, the largest category, are
students in full time education at school, college or university. 18% are
employed, 11.5% are unemployed, 5% work in the medical professions,
and 3.3% are self-employed.

After saying yes to God visitors are asked to fill in a simple form. They
give a few personal details including their email address. A friendly email
confirming their prayer is sent immediately to that address which points
them to The Word for Today, UCB Prayerline, the Alpha Course and
another helpful website called GodRevolution.com. As part of the follow
up, if an enquirer is requesting contact with a local church, this is
managed by Contact for Christ.

This is all wonderful news and, like all else, we have a part to play. You
can pray that those who are seeking God will find their way to this
website. You can recommend it to friends, relatives and neighbours and if
you wish to give to the work of the website, or indeed Word for Today,
please have a word with me.

Eileen Tait
(UCB contact for Newhaven Church)




God is Love

If people like me
Didn’t know people like you
Life would loose its meaning and its richness too
For the friends that we make are life’s gifts of love
And | think friends are sent
From Heaven above
And thinking of you
Somehow makes me feel
That GOD IS LOVE
and He’s very real.

© Helen Steiner Rice




SUMMER PUZZLES

In the following miniature crossword the clues are listed randomly
and are numbered for convenience only. It is up to you to figure out
the placement of the 9 answers. To help you out we've inserted the
letter | in the grid, and this is the only occurrence of hat letter in the
completed puzzle.

Clues

Capital city of France
Member of a cast
Learning method

***% and carrots
Vassal

Ledge

Curved part of the foot
Wear away

False god

CoNoOoO~wWNE

Ignoring spaces and punctuation, underline all 14 occurrences of
the consecutive letters I-N-C-H in the paragraph below:

In China, inchworms are used in a pinch when finishing for
perch in channels. Zinc has also been used, especially if the
perch in channels are susceptible to colds. One fisherman
using inchworms caught so many perch, he had to clinch his
boat to his truck with a winch and inch it up the bank. A
goldfinch flew in his window and made him flinch, but he did
nothing because in China it’s against the law to lynch a finch.




EASTER QUIZ - Solutions

Answers to the following clues have two words, the first begins
with the letter “C”, and the second begins with the letter “H”.

For example:
Clue Lily livered? Solution  Chicken Hearted
Peter Pan’s adversary Captain Hook

1

2. Famous Centenarian lived here
3. Late Archbishop of Westminster
4
5

Not a Tea Room!!! Coffee House
Redundant farm worker? Cart Horse
6 Orchestra Founder Charles Halle
7. Engine part
8. Film location of Brideshead Revisited Castle Howard
9. Inner warmth Central Heating
10. The Worzels had a “brand new one” Combine
Harvester
11. ElICid?
12. Vehicle rental Car Hire

13. Create havoc
14. They border Scotland and England  Cheviot Hills

15. Rubbish dump Compost Heap

16.  Hotel chain owner Conrad Hilton

17. Type of singing Close Harmony

18.  Scottish footballer

19. Head protection Crash Helmet

20. 5" wife of Henry VIII Catherine
Howard

Can anyone supply the answers to Questions 2,3,7,11,13,and
17 please — I've mislaid mine and these are too difficult when
you’re having senior moments!!!

Editor




CHRISTIAN TV

| have to confess when | started to read the minister's letter in the
last magazine, | was a bit worried about reading on, because he
was going to speak about Christian television. As | am a great
advocate for Christian broadcasting, | wondered what he was going
to say, but as | read on, | realised what he had seen and that he
was completely right in what he said. | had a word with him and
asked if I could let you know about other programming and he of
course said yes.

There are 7 Christian television channels available either on Sky or
on cable and, just as with ordinary, or should | say terrestrial TV,
you have to be discerning regarding what you view. Although | have
all 7 channels | tend to watch mostly one and sometimes one other
- namely God Europe and UCB.

God Europe is excellent for prophetic and end time teaching and if
those areas of scripture interest you, it is definitely the right channel
to watch. UCB on the other hand is similar, but less full on. | had
not seen UCB for a while so when | found them again | was
pleasantly surprised at how many programmes were aired from
ministries in Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Had | not
had Christian TV, | would not have seen and heard both of Billy
Graham's daughters, Nicki Cruz (of Sword and Switchblade fame),
Reinhard Bonnke and countless more, and | can honestly say |
have benefitted from every one.

God Europe airs from Jerusalem and UCB from Ireland. That may
seem strange, but it is because the law in Britain forbids people to
say things like "Jesus is Lord" on air, but if it is aired via satellite
from elsewhere, it is ok!!!

I know how much | have enjoyed and grown in faith because of
them, but anything | have gained is as nothing compared to all
those throughout the world who would never have heard of Jesus
had it not been for these broadcasts. These channels get into
countries such as Pakistan, Bangladesh, and China and are
amazing outreaches.




Can you imagine how long it would take a missionary to try to reach these
places, not to mention the dangers they would face? It is a real help to
people who live in Islamic countries because they can watch in the
privacy of their own homes, whereas if they openly sought the Lord they
could be killed, especially in Arab countries.

One thing that is very obvious is that most ministries ask people to
become partners with them, thus sending monthly financial gifts to them.
The sad fact is that although the gospel is free and is for all, it costs a
considerable amount of money to air it around the world. There is no
compulsion on anyone to give or to feel guilty for not giving. Like our
giving in church, it is between us and God.

In closing, a quote from the CWR prayer calendar "64% of the world's
population now live in Asia. Nearly 20% of the continent's people are
aged 15-24, and this has doubled in the last 40 years. Who will the
Lord send to them?"

Christian broadcasting can meet that need. And for we Westerners? With
every respect to all ministers, vicars and priests everywhere, a 20 minute
sermon once per week is not enough, we need more, so much more, and
these channels meet that need. | encourage you to give them a try. If it's
not the right programme for you first time, try another time.

Happy viewing.
Eileen Tait




The Church as a Community (part 2)

A community

....of Healing

"Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the
church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in
the name of the Lord. And their prayer offered in faith will heal the
sick, and the Lord will make them well. And anyone who has
committed sins will be forgiven." James 5:14-15

The Holy Spirit moves in healing within the local church.

....of Growth in Holiness

"... God's discipline is always right and good for us, because it
means we will share in His holiness." Hebrews 12:10

The renewing Holy Spirit is always the Spirit of Holiness creating
a "holy people". The local church prepares people to live morally
and ethically during the week.

....of Compassion, Concern and Care

"Pure and lasting religion in the sight of God our Father, means
that we must care for orphans and widows in their troubles..."
James 1:27

Our sociology must reflect our theology. Loving God and our
neighbours (and enemies) has to be validated in action.

extract from J John at Philo Trust




The HAVEN

The Haven Centre will be closed on Wednesday 15 and Wednesday
22 July, whilst the halls are being soundproofed.

This will be the first time in nearly 9 years (we are 9 in September
2009 that we will have had a summer break.

Whilst we are looking forward to a rest, we are certainly looking forward
to a less noisy hal,| and know that all our patrons do too.

Assuming everything goes to plan we will reopen on Wednesday 29

July and as we welcome all our usual friends back, we cordially invite
any who are off work but in the neighbourhood to join us also.

Eileen Tait

WELCOME

We give a warm welcome to the following, who have recently become
members of our congregation:

Nick and Nancy Timmins
Stevan and Brenda Cloete

William and Blyth McLucas

May you be blessed and be a blessing

Editor

=i



NEWHAVEN SUDOKU

SEPTEMBER 2009

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.

There’s no maths involved — you solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.

Solution will be in the September 2009 issue.

1 9
6 3 5 2
9 2 5 4
8 7 1
7 6 1 3
6 3 9
5 4 2 8
2 4 7 1
8 6




NEWHAVEN SUDOKU

April 2009 SOLUTION

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.

There’s no maths involved — you solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.




PRESBYTERY REPORT

The May meeting, held on May 5, included an interesting presentation by
Rev Dr John Bell on the subject of Church, Community and Culture. |
couldn’t help but feel that the content essentially followed our mission
statement and practice here in Newhaven, of serving Christ, each other
and the community.

One important piece of business dealt with on this occasion was the
application by Newhaven Church to convert to the Unitary Constitution.
Presbytery accepted this and agreed to transmit the application to the
Delegation of Assembly.

The June meeting is late this month being held on 30 June (after this
edition of the Magazine is published). There will be a presentation by Val
Smart on the Edinburgh Presbyterial Guild Council. A second
presentation titled Unless the Lord Builds the House ..., on rethinking
Christian mission in Edinburgh will also be made (I'm not sure by whom
though).

| notice from the papers circulated that the Clerk will report that it has now
been agreed that a Unitary Deed has now been issued by the Delegation
of Assembly to Newhaven Church — so we’re all go for implementation in
September.

Hugh McDiarmid, Presbytery Elder



http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/

WORD for TODAY

Although belated, these Easter Blessings from Bob Gass, the
man behind Word for Today, are worth repeating.

"He was not guilty, but He suffered for those who are...To
bring you to God." - 1 Peter 3:18

Roman soldiers may have nailed Jesus to the cross, but what
held Him there was His own conviction that it was necessary for
Him to "...become sin so that....we could become right with
God" - (2 Corinthians 5:21 NCV). The reason Jesus didn't call an
army of angels to save Him was because He would rather give up
His life, than give up on you.

We struggle to comprehend God's love for us because we have
nothing to measure it by; nobody has ever loved us like He does,
and nobody ever will. The cross made it possible for us, "...to
enter the Most Holy Place..." (walk into God's presence) -
Hebrews 10:19 (NIV).

No matter what you've done or how far you've fallen, you can
receive God's love and mercy. What makes you a Christian isn't
perfection - it's God's forgiveness.

Taken from UCB Contacts Newsletter,
May, June, July 2009
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PRAYER FOCUS 2

2 Samuel 11:1 records that "In the spring, at the time when kings go off to
war". It seems that there are times when peoples go off to war more than
others and so often it happens in the Middle East during our summer
when there is no magazine and war involving Israel is not therefore a
focus for our prayer

Psalm 122 commands us to pray for the peace of Jerusalem so let us
pray that this city and the whole region will know peace.

Let us ask God to confound the works of Hamas and Hezbollah which not
only cause the Israelis grief but also so many of their own people.

And let us uphold the 400,000 Palestinian Christians, for whom life is
hard. May they know the peace and protection of Almighty God.

LIFE and WORK - July 2009

Articles this month include:

We Are Family — interview with the Most Rev Desmond Tutu
General Assembly 2009 — round up of key issues
A Genuine Democrat — perceptions of John Calvin
Science, Ethics and Faith
Light Amid the Darkness
A Gift from God
Parables for Today
Dreaming a Dream

and much more.




SESSION NEWS

There have been four Session meetings since the last Session News
report. Governance has continued to head the agenda. We have made
loads of progress and the new structure will kick off in September at the
start of the new church session. Colin MacNeill's article describes that
and how we are now at the stage of populating the Working Groups. The
members of the Groups are responsible for ensuring that their remits are
fulfilled, but are in no way expected to do all the work themselves. This
brings us to the really exciting part of getting everyone involved!

The work on the ceiling to improve the acoustics will be done in the last
two weeks in July, and we are vacating our building to let this happen.
We have been very generously offered the use of the sanctuary and halls
at Wardie Church which is not being used on those Sundays as Wardie,
Inverleith and St. Serf's have joint services over the summer months. A
shuttle car service will be arranged to ferry those without transport from
Newhaven to Wardie and back again. More details of the arrangements
will be publicised nearer the time. We looked at hiring Victoria School
again, but the Council has significantly increased the fees and these are
now prohibitively expensive.

We have had the joy of welcoming new members to our fellowship since
the last Session News. Stevan and Brenda Cloete and Nick and Nancy
Timmins joined us by resolution of the Kirk Session at the beginning of
the year. More recently, William and Blyth McLucas transferred their lines
to Newhaven.

Our application to the International Christian College in Glasgow for a
trainee youth worker was discussed again at our latest meeting. It was
decided that the right time to reapply would be one year from now. This
will give time for the Mission and Outreach Group (which will have overall
responsibility for the youth worker under our new governance structure) to
put together a programme of supervised work for the trainee. We will
keep the Trust, which has promised the funding for the youth worker, fully
informed of the deferment and the change in our governance system.

Last year, we took part in the Church Without Walls (CWW) National
Gathering at Ingliston, and we had wonderful opportunities to tell of all the
ways that God had blessed and was blessing us at Newhaven.




Those opportunities wouldn’t have arisen had it not been for Kate
Aitchison catching the vision of the National Gathering and inspiring us all
with her enthusiasm. Kate’s passion for the CWW movement has resulted
in her being nominated as a member of the Church Without Walls
Planning Group and this was ratified at the General Assembly last month.
It is a very exciting development for us all at Newhaven. You can expect
to hear a lot more about Church Without Walls in the future! Our minister
took part in a CWW event earlier this year when he attended a Re-
Energise conference in Aviemore. He reported back to the elders that the
focus had been on enthusing churches for mission on their doorsteps and
‘rechristianising” a nation that has largely lost sight of what Christianity
is. He found much food for thought and made many useful contacts.

Our Café continues to flourish and to fulfill its purpose of “Connecting”
with our community”. The Café Management Committee has been very
ably convened by Janis Merry, but she has recently found that the
demands of her other commitments necessitate her relinquishing her
convenership role. We are greatly in Janis’'s debt as she has contributed
substantially to the Café’s success and | would like to thank her on behalf
of the Session for all her efforts. | am happy to report that Bea Frances
has agreed to take over from Janis. Please pray for Bea as she learns all
about the Café and gets to grips with her new role.

The General Assembly made the headlines last month. Alister Greig
attended the Assembly as a Commissioner and produced a report for the
Session which the elders found very helpful. Several elders mentioned
that they knew of members who had been deeply affected by events at
the Assembly. It was agreed that the best course of action would be to
await the consultation that the Special Commission will be seeking, in
order to report back to the Assembly in 2011.

Heather Robertson
Session Clerk




NEWHAVEN CONNECTIONS CAFE

Open: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
09.00 till 16.30

Location: Newhaven Church Halls,
7 Craighall Road,
Edinburgh

Fairtrade Café
Coffee &Teas
Soup
Toasties & Paninis
Sandwiches and Rolls
Home baking
Good Food at Great Prices
Fairtrade Goods for Sale

Newhaven Church:

Committed to serving Christ, Each Other
and the Community




DVDs |'ve been watching

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

This is a strange and fascinating film. It tells the story of a baby
boy born old and given up by his dad who dumps him on the
doorstep of a retirement home. The boy grows but instead of
getting older, as all of us do, he gets younger. So he goes from
being and old man to being a baby in the course of the film. The
content of the film is all about his adventures and struggles and
the love of his life and although many of us would think, “wouldn’t
that be great,” the story teaches us that no matter what direction
we may head in this life, getting older or younger, none of us
escape the difficult issues in life; that there is no perfect age.

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button stars Brad Pitt and Cate
Blanchet and is definitely worth seeing. | give it 8/10.

Valkyrie

Valkyrie tells the story of the last attempt by German Officers to
assassinate Adolf Hitler. Shamed by Hitler's actions and
decisions they sought to blow him to smithereens. Of course, we
all know that the attempt failed and that Hitler eventually
committed suicide, but what made this film fascinating was the
way in which the men and women, who wanted to see an end to
Hitler and his idea of Germany, went about plotting his downfall.

If you like true-life war dramas you will enjoy this film. It stars Tom
Cruise and | would give it 7/10.

Peter Bluett
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NEWHAVEN CHURCH CONTACTS

Minister Peter Bluett 476 5212
Session Clerk Heather Robertson 552 2047
Clerk to Board Susan Edwards 477 0309
Treasurer Nick Timmins 555 1966
Fabric Convener Bill Oliver 467 3890
Magazine Editor Hugh McDiarmid 552 5688
Prayer Calendar Audrey Gardiner 552 9531
Hall Convener Alastair Sutherland 07821 122573
Roll Keeper Colin Robertson 552 1293
Development Fund Moyra Logan 552 4434
Community Café Manager | Fiona Wakeling 552 8191
Presbytery Elder Hugh McDiarmid 552 5688
Little Lites Jeanette Meek 552 0470
Lighthouse Lynn MacNeill 346 8293
Lighten Up Colin MacNeill 346 8293
Spotlights Anna Wakeling 668 3816
Mother and Toddlers Lynsey Orbegozo 476 6039
Footprints Christine Hodge 552 4339
The Haven Eileen Tait 554 8599
Child Protection Jacqui Bain 477 4785
BB Colin Robertson 552 1293
Praise Band + Intimations Jen Robertson 552 1293
Web Page Shona Adam 337 1114
The Guild Jacqui Bain 477 4785
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