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Ministerôs Letter ï December 2008 
 
Dear Friends                                                        December 2008 
 

It`s hard to believe that a year has passed since I was inducted as the 
minister of Newhaven Church. It`s been a good year for me. I think it has 
gone quickly because I have enjoyed so many new experiences, met so 
many new people, experienced so much goodwill and support. Parts of our 
lives have been difficult but I am glad we made the decision to move to 
Scotland, to set up new lives, to begin a new adventure with all the people 
of Newhaven. 
 
I am fiercely proud of the people of Newhaven Church and greatly 
encouraged by the values, the passion, and the eagerness of people to 
live out godly lives I have witnessed in this place. I am filled with such joy 
when I arrive at the services on Sunday mornings and in the evenings too 
and hear the buzz and feel the energy generated by all those who have 
come to worship God.  
 
I have been blessed and humbled by the prayers that Leandra and I 
receive every week. It has been a source of great encouragement and 
strength to us. I have also enjoyed being able to pop down to the café 
during the week and to meet with so many people in an informal setting. 
There are so many good things happening at Newhaven and I want to 
thank each one of you for all your effort and your enthusiasm, for all your 
ideas about how we can serve God and each other in this place. 
 
We want to wish all of you a blessed Christmas. May it be a time of great 
peace and joy for you and your families as we remember the wonderful gift 
that God gave to our world in Jesus Christ.  
 
Economically things haven`t been good in the world of late.  
 
 

 

  



 

 

  

Maybe this will serve to show us that what we have in Jesus and what 
we have in each other are of far more value than anything the world 
can provide. May God unite us as never before. 
 
Furthermore, may we look forward with expectation to the things that 
God is going to do in our lives in the New Year. As a church seeking to 
streamline the way we do certain things, in terms of governance, I 
believe it will add tremendous value to what we do and I also believe 
that it will allow for more talents and gifts to be used for God`s glory.  
 
As for me I hope to see God continuing to strengthen the bonds of love 
that exist between us, as I believe that love, the love of Christ, matters 
most. 
 

May God bless you. 
 
With much love, 
 

Peter   and Leandra  
  

 



PRAYER CALENDAR  
 

Any entries for the Prayer Calendar can be sent electronically to 
Audrey using the e-mail address: 
 

stu_aud@live.co.uk 
 

 

MAGAZINE ARTICLES 
 
Articles for inclusion in the April 2009 issue of the Magazine can 
be e-mailed to the Editor at: 
 

hugh.mcdiarmid@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Please remember that we are now on a quarterly Magazine 
issue - September, December, April and June. 

Editor 
 

 

FILMS/DVDS I`VE BEEN WATCHING 
 
Merry Christmas 
 

This was a film I found in the foreign film section of HMV and it told the 
story of events that occurred in the trenches on Christmas Eve 1914, 
when soldiers from opposing sides climbed out of their trenches and 
spent time together burying their dead, sharing stories, and playing 
football. I found it moving and heart-warming and it highlighted, yet 
again, the madness of war.  
 
The film is subtitled which I personally prefer. Dubbed films are always 
hard to take seriously. It was definitely worthwhile watching and I would 
give it 9/10. 
 

Peter Bluett 
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BOOKS of the BIBLE - Solutions 
 
There are thirty books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find 
them? This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman 
in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu 
keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much he passed it on 
to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing 
from his johnboat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. 
Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it 
in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of 
solving this puzzle so involving she brews a cup of tea to help her 
nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to spot. Thatôs a 
fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, 
especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalised. 
Truthfully from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes 
a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has 
shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we 
have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a recent fund raising 
event which featured this puzzle the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade stall set 
a new sales record. The local paper, the Chronicle surveyed over 200 
patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they 
had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it ï the books are all 
right here in plain view hidden from sight. Those able to find all of them 
will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown. One 
revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may 
occur without their numbers. Also keep in mind that punctuation and 
spaces in the middle of the names are normal. A chipper attitude will 
help you compete really well against those who claim to know the 
answers. Remember there is no need for a mass exodus ï there really 
are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph!!! 
 

 
 

Contributed by Helen Pringle, New Jersey, USA 
(Jean Edwardôs Cousin) 

 

 
 
  



SESSION NEWS 

 
The Session met twice since the September magazine was 
issued - Iôll bring you up to date on some of the topics covered in 
that last report, and let you know what else weôve been doing. 
 
The governance proposal has naturally been top of the agenda 
at both meetings, and you will see from Colin MacNeillôs report, 
that good progress has been made. 
 
In September we were waiting for news of our application to the 
International Christian College in Glasgow for a trainee youth 
worker. We now know that the College viewed us as a suitable 
church for a youth worker placement, and a young man came to 
meet some members of the Youth Committee. Though he made a 
good impression, it became clear to the Youth Committee 
members during the discussion, that we are not yet able to 
provide the 20 hours per week of supervised work for a youth 
worker trainee, required by the ICC. The Session decided that it 
would be best to do more preparatory work, and reapply next 
year. Our decision did not adversely affect the candidate as he 
had other churches to visit. The Trust, which has promised us 
funding for a youth worker, has been told of our decision. They 
understand our position, and have wished us well in next yearôs 
application to ICC. 
 
It does not appear we will be hosting the Bethany Night Shelter 
this winter, as Bethany had already made arrangements with host 
churches for the days we were able to offer. However, we will be 
providing catering teams for 20 and 27 December, and we 
should be allocated a place on the host rota next year. 
 
Our Toddlersô Group had its first birthday in September.  It is 
drawing many young children and their carers on a Tuesday 
morning, as any visitors to the Café at that time will be well 
aware!  

 
 
 
  



 
The Toddlersô Group is meeting a real need, it provides many 
opportunities for outreach and for building relationships. Retta 
Lindsay, who has convened the Toddlersô Committee since its 
inception, is stepping down from the convenership, having had 
the satisfaction and enjoyment of getting the group established. 
We much appreciate Rettaôs efforts over the past year, and are 
grateful too that Lynsey Orbegozo is taking over as convener. 
 
Our Café has been doing very well, with customer numbers 
substantially up on the corresponding period from last year, 
despite, or indeed perhaps because of, the café down the road. 
Apparently their excess customers are directed to us! Our takings 
over the last few months have been sufficient to enable the 
catering assistantôs contract to be extended, which is very good 
news.  
 
In September, I mentioned our efforts to let the folk in the 
Platinum Point development know that they have a local church, 
this being part of our programme to reach out to our community. 
Continuing this theme, it was decided that sufficient copies of the 
December magazine should be printed, to allow the Platinum 
Point residents to receive them.  Also, every child at Victoria 
Primary School will be getting one placed in their schoolbag 
(with the head teacherôs enthusiastic approval). 
 
We heard at our last meeting that our website is attracting a lot of 
visitors. Each week about 90 people listen in to Peterôs latest 
sermon. Several visitors recently, at Sunday morning and evening 
services, have told us they found us through the Internet, and one 
lady described our website as the friendliest church website she 
had come across. A lot of hard work goes into keeping the 
website up-to-date and functioning smoothly, and we are 
indebted to Shona and Nick who do this. 
 

 
 
  



 
We have now analysed the data that the elders gathered from 
their district members, about the traditional eldersô visits.  A 
special eldersô meeting was held on November 24, with the sole 
aim of ensuring that those who have indicated they would 
welcome an elder visiting, will be visited as frequently as they 
requested. In addition, you will see a notice on the overheads 
prior to the Sunday morning services saying that anyone who 
would like a visit from an elder, or the minister, at any time, for 
any reason, can contact the minister or elder and this can be 
arranged. Similarly, please inform Peter if you know of anyone in 
our fellowship who would benefit from a visit. So often he gets to 
hear someone has been ill, once theyôve recovered!!!!! 
 
It has come to the Sessionôs attention that there are those in our 
fellowship who are upset by items being for sale after church, on 
a Sunday (e.g. church calendars, CDs, books, Leprosy Mission 
goods etc.), as they feel it takes our eyes off Christ, the focus of 
our worship.  The Session is therefore proposing a ñno selling in 
church on a Sundayò policy.  
 
This decision is not in any way a condemnation of those of us 
who have been involved in these activities, nor should it be 
interpreted as a Pharisee-like adherence to rules and regulations, 
as Christ sets us free from such things. Scripture makes it clear, 
however, that our freedom must never allow us to ride roughshod 
over the sensitivities of others. Our over-riding concern here is 
that we do nothing to offend fellow believers and that ñwe make 
every effort to do what leads to peace and mutual edificationò 
(Romans 14:19). 

Heather Robertson 
 

 
 

 
 
  



The LIGHTHOUSE 
 
Come and join the fun and meet new friends at the Lighthouse. 
 
The Lighthouse welcomes children from Primary 1 through to 
Primary 6. 
 
We have a team of enthusiastic leaders and meet every Sunday 
to worship and learn together. 
 
The church service begins at 10.30am and children sit with their 
families (or whoever brought them) for the first part of the service. 
We then leave as a group during the service for our lesson in the 
Lighthouse room. 
 
Recently we have been learning about Godôs Ten 
Commandments and making our own stone tablets. We always 
have lots of fun along the way, with games, prayers, bible 
reading, songs and crafts. 
  
This term we will be finding out about the Fruits of The Spirit ï 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 
  
Each session there is a taste of what we are doing on the notice 
board in the Lighthouse room. Why not visit us to see what is 
happening? 

Lynn MacNeill 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  



PRESBYTERY REPORT 

 
Most of the business of Presbytery is involved in receiving and 
debating or discussing reports from the various Presbytery 
Committees ï I am a member of the 
 

¶ Congregational Finance 

¶ Presbyterial Finance and 

¶ Ministries (Candidateôs) 
 
Committees.  
 
If anyone would like to learn more of what happens at these 
meetings, please ask and Iôll give you a potted history of what 
we have been doing so far in session 2008-2009. 
 
Perhaps the most prominent event of the year so far is the retiral 
of the current Presbytery Clerk, Rev W Peter Graham. Peter has 
been Presbytery Clerk for more years than he cares to mention 
(his words - not mine!!!). Peter was very supportive to Grant when 
all our fabric work was initiated, and more recently, in our 
extended vacancy. We wish Peter well in his retirement and also 
welcome his successor, Rev Dr George Whyte, formerly of 
Colinton Church. 
 

Hugh McDiarmid, Presbytery Elder 
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STANLEY (in Kenya) 
 
A little poem wot I have wrot you (apology to Ernie Wise!!!).  This may be sung 
to the tune of ñUp wiô the Bunnets oô Bonnie Dundeeò if you want arrested!!! 
If you donôt know the tune ï consider yourself lucky. 
 

Well done all you sponsors 
Itôs that time of year 

And your pennies are off  
To bring Stanley some cheer 

Three hundred and seventy pounds 
Have been sent 

And I know that your kindness 
Is sincerely meant 

 
Itôs up fourteen percent 
On our sum of last year 
Good cause for elation 
And beating inflation 
Youôve done it again 

For the eighth or ninth time 
And never resorting 

To borrowing sub-prime!!! 
 

We know from his letters 
His spirit is high 

And all his reports 
Are not Pie in the Sky 
His marks are all top 

Every one a good pass 
He will surely remain 
At the top of his class 

 
So now we look forward  

To two thousand and nine 
Please keep up your saving 

And things will be fine 
As always I find that  
Your givingôs uncanny 
And Stanleyôs as happy  
As Obamaôs Granny!!! 

 

Douglas McKenzie 
 
 
  



FIRST AIDERS 
 
In order to keep an up to date list of first aiders who attend 
Newhaven Church can anyone who is a currently qualified 
first aider, and who has no objection to their names being 
listed on the notice board, please let Alister Greig know 
either any Sunday, or via email ï bowtow@btinternet.com   
 

 

CHURCH GOVERNANCE - Proposals 
 
As many readers will be aware, proposals are being discussed 
that will result in a change from the governance structure we have 
at the moment, being a Kirk Session and Congregational 
Board, to having a Kirk Session with various working groups 
appointed by the Session, each with its own purpose and remit.  
These proposals were presented to the Congregation on Sunday 
21 September, and again on Monday 6 October, and have 
received broad support. 
 
A small group comprising the Minister, Session Clerk, Clerk to the 
Congregational Board and two others, has been set up to finalise 
the detail of the proposed working groups.   
 
The working groups will cover the following areas: 
 

¶ Worship 

¶ Education 

¶ Pastoral Care 

¶ Mission and Outreach 

¶ Fabric 

¶ Finance 

¶ Communication 

¶ Social activities 
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The main purpose behind this change is to allow each of these 
working groups more authority than is currently given by the 
Session or the Congregational Board.  It is believed that this will 
mean more action and fewer meetings!!!!!  It is also believed that 
this will encourage more within the Congregation to become 
involved in the Churchôs activities, and to use their gifts in Godôs 
service. 
 
In order to ensure a smooth transition to this new structure, the 
Fabric, Finance and Communication working groups are already 
up and running. 
 
In March 2009 it is planned that there be a formal Congregational 
Meeting to approve the change to our constitution that this will 
involve.  Following this, the proposal will go to Presbytery for its 
approval, which is expected to be received in late Spring or early 
Summer 2009.  This will allow the Churchôs 2009/2010 session to 
begin under the new structure. 
 
A further update will appear in the next issue of the Magazine 
 

Colin MacNeill 
 

NEWHAVEN COMMUNITY HISTORY GROUP 
 

Session 2008 ï 09 
All meetings are held in Newhaven Church  

 
Dec 16 CHRISTMAS THEME 
Dec 18 Christmas Lunch 
  Bruntsfield Hotel 
Jan 13 Band With No Name 
Feb 10 South Leith Parish Church 
  Mrs Marion Stout 
Mar 10 Lothian Family History Society 
  Ms Dorothy Blackie 

 
For further information please see George Hackland 
 
  



The GUILD 
 
We opened this year with Tea and Chat, and then we were 
captivated with a harpist who provided us with a musical evening. 
The Care and Repair lady helped us to get someone to do odd 
jobs ï from changing a light bulb to designing a new kitchen. 
 
Our Project this year is The Lydia Project and our speaker gave 
an inspiring talk of what they did. The project provides skills 
training, working as catalysts and enabling new projects in 
countries such as Albania and Estonia.  
 
At the end of November, we had a Bible Study with Peter (our 
Peter that is!!!) and our Christmas Dinner is as shown below. 
 
We start off 2009 with a DVD on the Ten Commandments and 
Scots Night. 
 
Everyone is welcome ï why not come along, learn something 
new and enjoy laughter with old and new friends? 
 

Schedule for 2008 ï 09 
 
Dec 9  Guild Christmas Dinner 
Jan 6  RNLI (Lifeboats) 
Jan 20 Scots Night 
Feb 3  Ten Commandments DVD 
Feb 17 Valentineôs Night 
Mar 3  Royal Botanic Garden 
Mar 6  World Day of Prayer 
Mar 17 Musical Evening 
Mar 31 Daffodil Tea & Bring and Buy 
 

Moyra Logan 
 

 
 
  



THE LITTLE LIGHTS 
 
Since the last issue of the magazine,  the children have been 
learning about how God knows when they are feeling happy, 
cross, sad, scared and busy, and God loves it when I sing, I 
dance, I look at books, and Iôm me.  
  
Craft time is always very interesting and inventive and not always 
just for the children. We have made happy cards, funny faces 
sheets, dolls with movable body parts, musical instruments and 
sometimes we just use the activity sheet suggested by the author 
of the material we use.  Generally a messy, but enjoyable, time is 
had by all.  
 
The children love to play games and we have been introducing 
some new songs of late. However this can be somewhat of a task 
with children of the Little Lights age group.  
 
We have a short prayer time thanking God for the lesson of the 
day and the fun we have had - it is wonderful to see how the 
children happily sit quietly for this time and how they seem to 
sense how important prayer time is, albeit short. 
 
The children always seem to enjoy themselves and happily 
interact with the leaders and one another.  
 
Our childrenôs Christmas Party will be held on Saturday 20 
December.  Please pray that the children will enjoy this time 
together and please continue to pray that Godôs blessing and 
protection will be on all our children. 

Jeanette Meek 

 
 

 

 

  



NEWHAVEN TODDLERS 
 
The new term at Newhaven Toddlers has started well with over 50 
families regularly attending plus new faces every week.   
 
The morning is busy and fun with plenty of toys, songs and noise!  
Many mums and toddlers stay on afterwards to enjoy lunch in the 
Connections Caf® and thereôs a real buzz about the group.  We stayed 
open over the school summer holidays at parentsô request and carried 
straight on into this term.   
 
We hope to hold an optional óPram Praiseô service on the last week 
before the holidays in December along with a Christmas party.   
 
We run with a small but very dedicated group of volunteers.  If you feel 

you would like to help out and get involved, please speak to Lynsey 
Orbegozo (476 6039). 

 

 

THANKS ï from PEDRO 
 
A big thank you to all who attended the recent Praise Night led by 'Fire 
Escape'.  A great night of praise and fellowship was had by all and I am 
very grateful for everyone's generous support of Luz en el Monte 
Ministries in Peru.   
 
The amazing total of £525 was raised which has been sent off to them 
to fund outreach work.  Pastor Pedro (Senior) wishes to send on his 
thanks to all those that supported.  His church in Peru has recently 
seen much fruit with local gang members deciding to follow Jesus!  If 
anyone would like further information, feel free to just ask, or have a 
look at :  
 

http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=m4Y96cIg6JI 
 

Pedro Orbegozo 
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NEWHAVEN CHURCH PRAYER CALENDAR 
 
Every month the church produces a prayer calendar, with topics about our 
church and the organisations, the wider Church of Scotland, wider local 
community and our country, Christian organisations, missionaries, the world 
situation. This is an opportunity for you to contribute to it.  
 
I would be happy for anyone to give me prayer topics for the monthly calendar 
about what they think we should be praying for in the church. My e-mail is 
stu_aud@live.co.uk or phone 552 9531. If you have e-mail and would like me 
to send it to you this way let me know your address I will include you in the 
group address. 
 
Why is it important to pray?  (Excerpts from Ian Newberry Enjoying Godôs 
presence) 
 
Our Motivation for Prayer should be rooted in God It is good to enjoy Godôs 
presence; you can pour out your heart to Him and tell him everything. He 
Listens, understands and cares. 
 
The God we meet in prayer is faithful, eternal, powerful, holy, righteous, 
personal, all-knowing. We must not ñtrim God downò to our own image, our 
own way of thinking our own standards, we must avoid wanting to bring him 
down to a human level. If we have a false image of God then our prayer life 
becomes dry and sterile. 
 
Each time we pray we deepen, strengthen and cultivate our relationship with 
God. What God wants more than anything else is to commune with you, talk 
with you and enjoy your presence.       James 4v8 Draw near to God and he 
will draw near to you. 
 
Prayer is for God to talk to us. Psalm 50 v7 Listen my people I will talk to you. 
True prayer is first of all taking time to listen to God, to be conscious of his 
presence and spirit in our lives. 
 
God invites us in prayer to see the world form his point of view. Prayer 
demands that we bring our thought into focus with Godôs thoughts and ways. 
This means that in and through prayer, we open our hearts and minds to Godôs 
vision. 
 
Prayer for the world is an antidote to self-pity and discouragement it is like a 
breath of fresh air. Why? Because we take our eyes of self and seize Godôs 
vision. 

Audrey Gardiner 
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CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY CLUB 
The Superb Choice Holiday club has been running for seven 
years, previously it came under the auspices of Scripture Union 
family holidays. This is club for friendship, fellowship, Christian 
teaching, bible reading, prayer, holidays in the UK and abroad, 
missionary interest, day trips and special events.  
 
It is a non-profit making club with value for money as its aim.  
 
Next year 2009 the holidays planned are: 
 

¶ Feurteventura or  Nice Carnival  in February 

¶ Surry or Cyprus in April 

¶ Stressa or Dubrovnik in May 

¶ La Baule in June 

¶ Baltic States, Brittany, Switzerland or Isle of Wight in July 

¶ Cotswolds, Mosselle,  or Corsica in August 

¶ Lake Garda in October 

¶ Tenerife In November 

¶ Short Breaks Ayr in January 

¶ Crieff Hydro in March 

¶ West Coast Tour In April 

¶ Inverness in October 

¶ New Lanark reunion in November 

¶  
 The Website is www.superbchoiceclub.org.uk for further 
information. 
 
Or ask Audrey Gardiner, who has been on many  of the 
holidays. 
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The WISE MEN INTERVIEWED 
 

Being warned in a dream not to return to Herod é the wise 
men é departed to their own country by another way. 

(Matthew 2: 7, 12) 
 
 How was your journey ï we hope not too stressful? 
 Was it wise to go chasing a star? 
 Thank you ï our search was entirely successful 
 Seeking a saviour we travelled afar. 
 
 Did you ask Herod the King to advise you? 

He can deploy a while army of spies é 
Yes - we met Herod, but ï does it surprise you? ï 
Chose to ignore his deplorable lies. 
 
Where was this outhouse? A strange destination! 
Did you miscalculate? Were you misled? 
No, we homed in on a silent sensation: 
There lay the treasure ï asleep in a shed. 
 
You had the treasure, or so goes the story, 
Frankincense ï was it ï and myrrh and fine gold? 
Noting could equal the young Lord of Glory, 
Wrapped in warm loving to keep out the cold. 
 
Is he a puppet prince set up to fool us? 
Someoneôs behind it ï what funds have they got? 
God is the schemer ï His mercy will rule us 
Truth is the programme and peace is the plot. 
 
Peace may be promised, but what is intended? 
Death to King Herod? A challenge to Rome? 
Slowly and surely the world will be mended ï 
Such was the promise that guided us home. 
 
Be more specific and tell us precisely 
What your small Saviour proposes to do. 
ñJoy to all nationsò will do very nicely 
Time will tell all, friend, to doubters like you. 

 
From ñA Sackful of Plays and Poems for Christmasò  

by John Coutts 
 
 
  



TREASURERôS REPORT 
 
As we approach the end of another year itôs quite correct that our focus 
should not be on financial matters, but on the good news that is often 
forgotten at this time.  We focus on presents and buying and often 
forget why this time is special.  Itôs for this reason that I don't intend to 
give a huge financial account - there will be time ahead for me to do 
that - but perhaps you will forgive me if I focus on some of the points 
that have come from our accounts this year. 
  
Our income has risen by over 15% for the first three quarters of the 
year - which is a marvelous amount when you consider the financial 
constraints we are all under at present.  Unfortunately, our expenditure 
has also risen, with fuel and gas prices having an effect on the Church 
as well.  In nearly all items of expenditure we have been affected by 
rises over and above what we might have expected.  Taking into 
account the increase in our offerings, however, means that we are still 
looking at a projected deficit in the year of around £8,000. 
  
That's the bad news - the good news is that we had budgeted for a 
deficit this year and had allowed for this when we carried over positive 
balances from previous years.  This means that our accounts for the 
year will be in the black.  It does mean, however, that we will need to 
look carefully at what is going to be spent over the next 12 months and 
budget for this accordingly.  Itôs also true that both the Fabric and the 
Development accounts are healthy. I would like, at this time, to take this 
opportunity of thanking all those who have so generously donated to 
these and reassure everyone that both the Session and the Board are 
careful to ensure that the expenditure that comes from these accounts 
is correct and entirely within the wishes of those who have given. 
  
I would like also to personally thank everyone for the help and 
commitment I have received, not only over the last 12 months but over 
the last 3 years.  Together I am sure we will continue to spread the 
good news of Godôs gospel to everyone, not only here in Newhaven, 
but wider abroad as well.  I'd like to take the opportunity of wishing 
everyone Godôs blessing and all the best for the year ahead. 
  

Alister Greig 
 

 
 
  



ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
 
Want to give a Christmas present that will be appreciated by 
more people than just the recipient? 
 
Why not consider an alternative Christmas gift? 
 

¶ Traidcraft Gifts for Life are alternative gifts that will bring 
joy to a friend or relative and transform the lives of people 
living in poverty who are working to build better lives 
through trade.  Gifts start from £8 (which can pay for 
valuable information resources to help an Indian farmer to 
better run his business).  

For more information call 0845 330 8900 or visit 
www.giftsforlife.org or ask at the Café for a catalogue 
 

¶ Or, why not order a Living Gift?  Tearfund has launched 
a new and improved version of its Living Gifts scheme. 
Instead of you choosing the project to support, you buy a 
voucher for your friend or relative and then the person who 
receives the voucher as a gift can then select from a range 
of Tearfund projects and initiatives. 

£8 pays for five people to work on excavating a water dam for a 
day in Kenya. 
£15 will give 100 children in Burkina Faso school meals to set 
them up for a day of learning. 
£25 could buy a sheep allowing a family to develop a small 
livestock programme. 
 
To learn more, call 0845 241 7782 or visit 
www.livinggifts.org.uk or, again, ask at the Café for a 
catalogue. 

Elaine Greig 
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NEWHAVEN CHURCH  
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 

 

Christmas Eve: 
 
  Early ï at 7.00pm 
 

Watch Night ï at 11.30 pm, with Mince 
Pies, tea and coffee from 
11.15 

 (offering to go to Christians Against 
Poverty) 
 

Christmas Day: 
 
  Short Service ï at 10.00am 
 
Children ï please bring a toy for the Minister to try!!! 

 

 
 
  



"...Forgive.... because The Lord forgave you" 
Colossians 3:13  

 
In a comedy routine Joe complains to Jerry about the irritating habit of a 
mutual friend who pokes his finger into people's chests when he speaks 
to them. Then Joe shows Jerry a little vial of highly-explosive nitro-
glycerine attached to a string and explains, "This is going around my 
neck, hanging over the spot where he sticks his finger. The next time he 
does it, he'll pay!"     
 
And so will Joe! Because an eye for an eye becomes a neck for a neck, 
a job for a job and a reputation for a reputation!  
 
Paul says, "...forgive....because The Lord forgave you." Get over it 
before it turns into hatred!  
 
Moravian missionaries searched for a word for forgiveness in the 
Eskimo language. That's when they discovered 
issumagijoujungnainermik, a 24-letter tongue-twister which literally 
means "not being able to think about it any more." Genuine forgiveness 
is about moving on and refusing to think any more about what 
happened. 
 
It's easy to forgive the one-time offender who cuts you up in traffic, but 
repeat offenders like Saul who continually pursued and threatened 
David, must be turned over to God. You don't have to endorse their 
behaviour or pretend it didn't happen. Be merciful but keep your 
distance. After confronting Saul, David didn't take him out to dinner. The 
Bible says, "...Saul returned home, but David...went up to the 
stronghold" (1 Samuel 24:22 NIV) You can forgive the offender without 
pursuing a close relationship with him.  
 
Paul writes, "Watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles 
in your way...Keep away from them" (Romans 16:17 NIV) Forgiveness 
isn't foolishness; it's just seeing them through God's eyes. 
 

Word for Today ï 14 September 2008 
 

 

 
 
  



KWAI RIVER HANDICRAFTS 
 

Cross Stitch Project

 
 
Last year there were cross-stitch cards available to buy at the Haven. 
 
This year I have obtained more and would encourage you to buy them.  Jane 
Fucella has asked us to pray for the project. This is your opportunity to help. 
Not only by praying for the project but buying the cards. The women in the 
handicrafts project in Thailand who sew the cards for 90-100 Baht a day, which 
is approximately £1.50. This gives the women a little independence to enable 
them to have a better standard of living. It takes a whole day to sew one big 
card or 3 smaller ones. These cards are not expensive for handmade cards. 
Think that you are helping Thai women to have a better life and a special 
surprise card for whomever you are sending it to. 
 
They will be on sale in the Haven for the next few weeks I will also have them 
on Sunday mornings and at the Guild on 25

 
November. 

 

Audrey Gardiner 
(0131 552 9531) 

 

 
 
  



CRUSADERS 
 

Are you bored on Sunday Afternoons? 
 

Are you a child who is in P3 to S5? 
 

Do you want to have fun and play games? 
 

Well you need to come along to Crusaders 
 
We meet on Sunday afternoons in Newhaven Church from 
2.45 to 4pm. 

 
Come along and join in the Fun.     

  
We are having our Christmas Concert in St Serf's Church 

Hall on Sunday 14 December at 3pm. All are welcome. 
  

Christine Hodge  
 (0131 552 4339 ) 

 

CAN YOU THINK LOGICALLY? 
 
A certain month has 5 Tuesdays and the third Saturday is the 
20th. 
 

a. On what day does the month begin? 
b. What is the date of the last Friday of the month? 
c. On what day does the 11th fall? 
d. How many Mondays are there in the month? 
e. On what day does the 23rd fall? 
f.  

 
 

 
 
  



SHOEBOX APPEAL 
 
Again, this has been very successful.  
 
I'd like to thank everyone who has made a shoebox, or given 
money or items for the boxes. At the Depot the boxes are 
checked and if something is missing then the items are added, 
every year we run out of things like toothpaste and facecloths so I 
have been using the money I received to buy these things.         
      
The Church has again been a drop off point for the boxes and we 
have had a lot of people coming through our doors with their 
boxes. I'd like to thanks Louisa and Dina for sitting patiently 
waiting on people to bring their boxes. Louisa also went along to 
Victoria School and gave a talk to the children at their assembly 
about the Shoebox Appeal and the School have decided to 
participate in the Appeal. 
 
These boxes really do make a difference to the children who 
receive them so thank you very much on their behalf for your 
generosity.  

Susan Edwards 
 

 

HALL LETS 
 

Anyone requiring information about letting of the Newhaven 
Church halls, should visit the church website in the first instance 
at: 

www.newhavenchurch.org.uk 
 
Alternatively, enquiries and requests can be made to Alastair 
Sutherland, Caretaker, whose e-mail address is: 
 

CaretakerNewhavenChurch@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
 
  

http://www.newhavenchurch.org.uk/
mailto:CaretakerNewhavenChurch@blueyonder.co.uk


MISSION FOCUS 
 
This edition of the magazine looks at India. You may have seen 
in the news recently that a lot of Christians are facing persecution 
for their faith and being forced to turn back to Hinduism, the main 
religion of the country.  
 
Prayer points: 

¶ Pray that those Christians, who are doing so much for the 
Dalits in India, would be kept safe and that peace would be 
restored between the people of different faiths. 

¶ I would ask that you would pray for the Hindu people who 
persecuting others, that they would come to realise that 
everyone has the freedom to believe in what they wish. 

¶ India has recently suffered from sever floods, short term 
aid has been provided but I would ask you to pray for 
those giving the long term aid, that they would reach all 
those in need and be able to provide support for everyone. 

¶ The Economy in India is flourishing, but this has not been 
an advantage for the majority of people who find 
themselves living in harsh conditions and with no real 
increase in resources. Pray for these people that they will 
get the support and love from Christian organisations that 
are there to help them.  

 The prayer points are listed above so you can spend time as you 
wish praying for the issues that India faces. The power of praying 
has been witnessed by missionaries who have seen many things 
accomplished by the support of prayer. 
If there is country that you would like to see in the next issue of 
the magazine or if you have any questions just let me know. 
 
God Bless 

 
Anna Wakeling 

 

 
 
  



NEWHAVEN SUDOKU 
 

DECEMBER 2008 
 
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 
to 9. 
 
Thereôs no maths involved ï you solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.  
 
Solution will be in the April 2009 issue. 

 

7 1 5   2 8   

4    3 9    

9         

     7  4  

  6 3 2    5 

  7   4    

     4 5 6 1 8 

 2  1   7 5  

  8 9 7 6 2 3  

 
 
  



NEWHAVEN SUDOKU 

 
SEPTEMBER 2008 SOLUTION 

 
 

8 7 1 5 3 4 2 6 9 

3 6 4 2 8 9 5 7 1 

9 2 5 1 6 7 8 4 3 

7 1 2 4 9 8 6 3 5 

4 5 9 3 1 6 7 8 2 

6 8 3 7 5 2 9 1 4 

2 9 7 6 4  3 1 5 8 

1 3 6 8 2 5 4 9 7 

5 4 8 9 7 1 3 2 6 

 

 
  



PRAYER FOCUS 
 
Over the years that Prayer Focus has been featured in our magazine, 
we've prayed for many places around the globe, and about our own 
needs, when we were offsite. However we have an ever increasing 
parish on our doorstep, and it has many needs for prayer so please 
pray for the following: 
  
As you know, there is great financial turmoil throughout the world at 
present. As well as banking systems, the housing market has been 
badly affected by the downturn. Many involved in the building trade 
have lost their jobs, builders firms have had to call in administrators and 
there is huge uncertainty as to how long it will be, before the trend turns 
up again. The new builds within our area are no exception. Let us pray 
that all the houses that have been finished together with 
those being built will sell and be a blessing to those who come to 
live in our community. 
  
Gregor Shore, who built the prestigious Platinum Point development, 
have had to call in administrators. Pray for them too. Many of their 
staff have already been made redundant, and those who are left, do not 
know from day to day if they will be next to lose their job. Pray that 
they will have peace in all the uncertainty. 
 
Pray too that good use will be made of the flats which have been 
repossessed and that some plans may enable those who need 
homes to be homed.  
  
Forth Ports Authority, as owners of the seashore, has many projects 
under way and oversight of the whole area. Please pray that they will 
be sensitive in their dealings with all the communities which line 
the River Forth and that they will have wisdom to know the best 
solution, not only for them, but also for all the people of this part 
of Scotland. 
  
The Fish Market is still in situ. Please pray that it will flourish and 
remain an important part of our community and our heritage. 
 

 
 
 
  



 
Please pray for our Museum. Funding is in place, but it would appear 
that the whole ethos of the museum is in the hands of 
consultants whose brief is to work out, through consultation with all 
interested parties, the right way forward. Ask God to enable this 
process to be completed in good time and that the way forward is 
clear to all and that the museum may reopen on time. 
 
Another very important part of our community is Victoria Primary 
School, which has served us so well for generations. Please pray that 
there will be no more talk of closure and that its part in this 
community will be recognised.  
 
Pray for the staff at the school that they continue to be enthusiastic 
and enjoy their work. There are two children attending currently who 
have physical disabilities, and this has highlighted the need for a lift. 
Please pray that the funding for this will be made available either 
through the council, local businesses and/or private fundraising. Pray 
that the council recognise the importance of this, and of the 
school as a whole. The children have recently been involved in raising 
awareness of breast cancer and had their pink ribbon coffee morning to 
raise funds. Many of the families connected to the school have been 
affected by breast cancer in either immediate family or friends. Let us 
pray for all affected that they will be healed of this disease and 
that they will come to know the Lord Jesus Christ who is The 
Healer. 
 
We have four Councillors representing us, an MSP, an MP, an MEP 
and a Community Council. Let us pray for all of them, that they will 
be guided by sound and Godly wisdom in all the decisions they 
make. May they also recognise the part of the church in the 
community? 
 
Finally may we pray that in all areas of our community Newhaven 
Church is seen to be at the heart of our community and also has a 
heart for our community.  
 
Pray that God will be seen and glorified in all we do. 

Eileen Tait 
 
 
  



LIGHTEN UP 
 
Lighten Up is now into its second year!  This group is for school 
kids in P7 to S3, and it meets during the Church service on 
Sunday mornings.   
 
The purpose of Lighten Up is to take a relaxed look at the Bible 
and what it tells us today.  So far this year, Lighten Up have been 
looking at Paulôs letter to the Romans and finding out that there 
are lots of issues dealt with in that letter that are also big issues 
for people today.  For example, the Jews in First Century Rome 
thought that all they had to do was to try and follow the rules that 
had been given to Moses generations before and, generally, try to 
be good people.  Paulôs letter to them, however, makes it clear 
that every single person, Jew as well as non-Jew, has messed up 
and that the only way to be right with God is through Jesus Christ.  
A message just as important for all of us today!!! 
 
Weôre planning an art afternoon in order to decorate the new 
Lighten Up Notice Board.  Weôre also planning our Christmas 
outing. Last year it was ice skating followed by pizza.  The 
decision as to what to do for this yearôs outing is an entirely 
democratic one but, so far, no clear idea has emerged.  It could 
be 10 pin bowling followed by burgers, or maybe even back to 
skating and pizza.   
 
Watch this space to find out what we do ï or better still if youôre in 
P7 to S3, come along on Sunday morning and take part!!!!! 
 
  

Colin MacNeill 

 
 
 
  



BOOKS I`VE BEEN READING - 1 
 
There is a God - How the World`s Most Notorious Atheist 
changed His Mind  
by Antony Flew with Roy Abraham Varghese. 
 
This is a story about a voyage of discovery as Antony Flew went 
on a journey with an open mind to see if his understanding of the 
universe could be changed in any way. He adopted the attitude of 
going where new discoveries led him and although he didnôt give 
himself over to one particular faith he did come to the conclusion 
that a being much greater than ourselves had top have brought 
everything into being. I found it fascinating to discover what he 
discovered and all the thought processes that went into moulding 
and shaping his ideas.                                                             8/10 
 
God and Empire- Jesus against Rome, Then and Now  
by John Dominic Crossan.  
 
In this book Crossan takes an in-depth look at the Roman Empire 
at the time of Christ. In fact he looks at all aspects of power, 
pondering civilization and what it means, pondering the hunger 
for power and its implications, pondering Jesus and Paul and the 
Kingdom of God, and how different perceptions of all these things 
shaped the world in Christ`s time and shape our world today. 
 
If you want to read something challenging and gain deeper insight 
into the context of the New Testament this book is a good one to 
read.                                                                              8/10 
 

Peter Bluett 

 
 
 
  



BOOKS I`VE BEEN READING - 2 

 
Dark Shadows Falling  
by Joe Simpson 
 
I love tales of adventure and I especially love well-written books about 
mountaineering and mountain- climbing. This one was a little different in 
that Simpson asks questions about morality and decency, especially 
with regard to events that have happened on Everest in the recent past, 
where people have been left alone to die. Simpson obviously 
understands that at certain altitudes rescue is impossible but he 
questions the callousness of climbers who offered no comfort to those 
about to die. He also asks questions about the essence of mountain-
climbing and wonders whether it has simply been eroded. I enjoyed this 
book although its subject matter was, at times, heart-breaking.                      
8/10 
 
 

Peter Bluett 

 
 

REMEMBERANCE SERVICE 
 
The Community History Group arranged a Remembrance Service 
on 11th November.  
 
The service was led by Peter and was held at the War Memorials at 
Victoria Primary School.  
 
Many in the community attended as well as the P6 and P7 children from 
the School, which also provided a welcome cup of tea after the Service. 
  

Susan Edwards 
 

 
 
  



WHAT A GREAT IDEA! 
  

A new French translation of the Bible has been selling like hot 
cakes - in supermarkets! Since November 2007 over 500,000 
copies of Segond21, a slightly more colloquial version of the 
Nouvelle Edition de Geneve, the widely used 1979 version, a 
classic translation, have been sold across the French-speaking 
world at ú1.50  - the cost of a cup of coffee!  
 
Hypermarket chain Auchan stocked up with 11,000 Bibles and 
gave them pride of place in display racks at the end of aisles. It's 
been a similar story in other supermarkets. The chain Leclerc saw 
500 of the 650 copies it initially bought sell immediately. 
 
The Geneva Bible Society, responsible for producing these Bibles 
says that by selling them in supermarkets it is hoped many 
people will buy them on impulse.  
 
Let us pray that many do buy on impulse but that they are read 
and work in the hearts of the buyers. Pray also for Bibles to be 
sold in supermarkets and High Street outlets in other countries, 
including the UK. 
 
Taken from CWR Prayer Track 28th & 29th October 2008  
 
 

Eileen Tait 
 

 

VICTORIA SCHOOL 

 
Victoria School held a Dare to Wear Pink day recently, and 
raised £800 for Breast cancer. Well done all involved. 

Susan Edwards 
 

 
 
  



CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON 
 
Monday 8 December at Victoria School, organised by Leith, 
Harbour and Newhaven Community Council at 6.30pm. 
 
Children from all the local schools have been invited to 
participate. Rev Peter Bluett will say a few words to be followed 
by carol singing and the switching on of the Christmas tree lights.  
 
Afterwards there will be a firework display organised by Blast 
Designs Fireworks on the ground across the main road from the 
school. On completion of the firework display,  the children and 
parents will then enter  the school, where there will be food 
served and the children will receive a gift from Santa.  
 
Several local firms are involved, and the organisers are delighted 
that folk from the church are willing to help. 

 
 

LIFE and WORK ï December 2008 
 

Articles this month include: 
 
What Christmas Means to Me 
 Saved to Serve 
  Israelôs Inhumanity 
   A Movement of Hope 
    Where God is at Work 
     Reaching for Wholeness 
      A Sigh of Belief 
and much more.   
       . 

 
 
  



A Prayer 
 

Grant us, O Lord, the wisdom to 
 

¶ know what is worth knowing,  

¶ love what is worth loving,  

¶ praise what delights you most,  

¶ value what is precious in your sight,  

¶ hate what is offensive to you...and above all  

¶ search out and do what pleases you,  
 

Through Christ, our Lord. 
 

 

The HAVEN 
 
Just a reminder that The Haven Centre is open on Wednesdays 
in the main hall from 10-12.  
 
Hope you will be able to drop in sometime.  
 
Our Art Group has been growing over the last few months but 
we always have room for more. If you are interested in putting 
paint to paper or in drawing, please either come along one 
Wednesday or have a word with me.  
 
Age is not a factor in our art group, so don't worry if you are well 
below 60!!!! 
 

Eileen Tait 

 
 
 

 
 
  



NEWHAVEN CONNECTIONS CAFÉ 

 

 
Open: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

09.00 till 16.30 
 

Location: Newhaven Church Halls, 

7 Craighall Road,  

Edinburgh 

 

Fairtrade Café 

Coffee &Teas 

Soup 

Toasties & Paninis 

Sandwiches and Rolls 

Home baking 

Good Food at Great Prices 

Fairtrade Goods for Sale 

 
 

Newhaven Church: 
Committed to serving Christ, Each Other and the 

Community 
 
 
 
  



FAMILY TRIVIA for CHRISTMAS 
 
Thereôs something for everyone in this general knowledge quiz!!! 
 
1. Who created headline news in 1986 when he admitted that 
 he talked to plants? 
 
2. Which English city has Football League clubs called *** 
 City and *** Rovers? 
 
3. In which town is GCHQ located? 
 
4. Which seven words precede ñYo ho ho and a bottle of 
 rumò? 
 
5. Which TV character said ñIôm in the prime of life ï Iôm 
only  900 years oldò? 
 
6. Which South American country has the shortest name? 
 
7. In July 1978, South African authorities refused to give 
 thousands of 60th birthday cards to which prisoner? 
 
8. Which snooker player holds the all-time record of 29 
 consecutive wins at the World Championships? 
 
9. Where in Edinburgh is Mary Kingôs Close? 
 
10. Which singer topped the singles charts with ñItôs raining 
 Menò? 
 
11. Which TV sit-com features a married couple called Ben 
 and Susan Harper? 
 
12. A rooster called Cornelius is on the packaging of which 
 product? 
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